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ON THE THRESHOLD OF A
NEW ORDER:
TURKIYE’S STRATEGIC RISE

WALD Yonetim Kurulu Bagkani - WALD Chairman of the Executive Board

Tarih bazen savaglarla, bazen
ekonomik krizlerle, bazen de
sessiz fakat derin dontstimlerle
yon degistirir. I¢inden gegtigimiz
dénem, iste tam da boyle bir
kinlma anina isaret ediyor.
Diinyanin gi¢ merkezleri yerini
korumaya ¢aligirken, uluslararas
sistem uzun yillardir aligik oldugu
dengeleri  yeniden tartisiyor.
Pekin'den
Moskova'dan
Thrkiye'ye kadar uzanan genis
bir cografyada artitk yalnizca
tlkelerin degil, vizyonlarin da
rekabet ettigi yeni bir dénem
sekilleniyor.

Washington'a,
Briiksel'e  ve

Bugiin Cin'in  yikselisi ile
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin
kiresel  liderligini = koruma
cabasi arasinda yaganan stratejik miicadele, yalnizca iki
devlet arasindaki bir rekabetten ibaret degildir. Bu micadele;
ticaret yollarindan enerji giivenligine, teknolojik tstiinlikten
diplomatik niifuz alanlarina kadar uluslararasi sistemin
gelecegini belirleyen ¢ok katmanli bir doniisimiin yansimasidir.
Diinyanin yeni gig haritas: ¢izilirken, artik yalmizca biyik
glglerin degil; bulundugu cografyada istikrar tretebilen, kriz
yonetebilen ve bolgesel etki olusturabilen tlkelerin de o6ne
ciktig gorulmektedir.

Tam da bu noktada Tirkiye, tarihsel bir esikte bulunmaktadur.
Karadeniz'den Kafkasya'ya, Balkanlar'dan Orta Dogu'ya, Dogu
Akdeniz'den Afrika'ya uzanan genis bir etki alaninn
merkezinde yer alan Turkiye, kiresel donisimin yalnizca
izleyicisi degil, dogrudan aktérlerinden biri haline gelmektedir.
Son yillarda savunma sanayiinde elde edilen ilerlemeler,
enerji koridorlarindaki stratejik rold, diplomatik girisimleri ve
bolgesel krizlerde Ustlendigi dengeleyici pozisyon; Turkiye'nin
uluslararast sistem igerisindeki agirligini her gecen gin
artirmaktadur.

Bu siiregte Mavi Vatan vizyonu da yalnizca bir deniz yetki alan
tartismasinin 6tesinde anlam tagimaktadir. Denizler Gzerindeki
egemenlik haklarinin  korunmasi, enerji giivenligi, ticaret
yollarinin kontroli ve ulusal ¢ikarlarin savunulmasi bakimindan
Turkiye'nin  stratejik  perspektifinin  temel unsurlarindan
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History sometimes changes course
through wars, sometimes through
economic crises, and at other
times through quiet yet profound
transformations. The period we
are currently experiencing points
precisely to such a turning point.
While the world's major power
centers strive to preserve their
positions, the international system
is reassessing the balances that
have long defined it. From Beijing
to Washington, from Moscow to
Brussels, and extending to Ttrkiye,
a new era is taking shape one in
which not only states but also
visions are competing for influence.

Today, the strategic competition
between China's rise and the
United States' efforts to maintain
its global leadership is far more than a rivalry between two
nations. It reflects a multilayered transformation that will shape
the future of the international system, encompassing trade
routes, energy security, technological superiority, and spheres of
diplomatic influence. As a new global map of power emerges,
it is increasingly evident that influence no longer belongs
solely to great powers; countries capable of generating stability,
managing crises, and exerting regional influence are also rising
to prominence.

At this very juncture, Turkiye stands at a historic crossroads.
Positioned at the center of a vast sphere of influence stretching
from the Black Sea to the Caucasus, from the Balkans to
the Middle East, and from the Eastern Mediterranean to
Africa, Turkiye is becoming not merely an observer of global
transformation but one of its active participants. Advances
in the defense industry, its strategic role in energy corridors,
diplomatic initiatives, and balancing efforts in regional
crises have steadily increased Tirkiye’s weight within the
international system.

Within this context, the Blue Homeland (Mavi Vatan) vision
carries significance far beyond a debate over maritime jurisdiction
areas. The protection of sovereign rights at sea, energy security,
control of trade routes, and the defense of national interests
have made it one of the key pillars of Turkiye’s strategic outlook.

www.wald.org.tr

biri haline gelmigtir. Dogu Akdeniz'de yasanan gelismeler,
denizlerin artik yalnizca cografi sinirlar degil, ayni zamanda
gelecegin ekonomik ve jeopolitik rekabet alanlari oldugunu
gostermektedir.

Akdeniz'in merkezinde yer alan Kibris ise bu yeni denklemin en
onemli baghklarindan biri olmay: siirdiiriiyor. Ancak bugiin
Kibris yalnizca devletler arasi miizakerelerle degil; sehirlerin,
yerel yonetimlerin ve toplumlar arasindaki iligkilerin
glglenmesiyle de konusuluyor. Yerel diplomasi, giderek daha
goriinlir hale gelen yeni bir etki alani olugtururken, gehirlerin
uluslararas: iligkilerde tstlendigi rol bolgesel istikrarin 6nemli
unsurlarindan biri olarak 6ne ¢ikiyor.

Diger yandan Tirkiye'nin kendi i¢ giindeminde gekillenen
Terorstuz Tirkiye hedefi de yalnizea bir giivenlik meselesi olarak
okunamaz. Bu hedef; ekonomik kalkinmadan toplumsal
bitiinlesmeye, bolgesel entegrasyondan uluslararas: etkinlige
kadar uzanan genis bir stratejik ¢ercevenin parcasidir. Ciinkd
glgli devletler yalnizca sinirlarini koruyan degil, ayni zamanda
toplumsal birlikteligini giiclendiren, i¢ istikrarini tahkim eden
ve gelecege iligkin ortak bir vizyon tretebilen devletlerdir.

Belki de bugiin cevap aramamiz gereken temel soru sudur:
Diinya yeni bir diizen kurarken Tiirkiye bu diizenin neresinde
duracaktir?

Bu sorunun cevabi yalnizca diplomatik masalarda, askeri
stratejilerde veya ekonomik gostergelerde degil; ayni zamanda
sehirlerinde, kurumlarinda ve toplumsal dayanigma
kapasitesinde saklidir. WALD Newsletter'in Mayis sayisinda
yer alan 6zel roportajlar ve analizler; Pekin'den Dogu Akdeniz'e,
Kibris'tan Anadolu'ya uzanan genis bir perspektifte, degisen
diinyanin isaretlerini ve Turkiye'nin bu dontisim icerisindeki
yerini anlamaya yonelik 6nemli degerlendirmeler sunuyor.

Gorityoruz ki; yeni yiizyilin en belirleyici rekabeti, yalnizca glic

sahipleri arasinda degil, degisimi dogru okuyabilenler ile geride
kalanlar arasinda yaganacaktur.
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Developments in the Eastern Mediterranean demonstrate that
seas are no longer merely geographical boundaries; they are also
emerging as critical arenas of future economic and geopolitical
competition.

Cyprus, located at the heart of the Mediterranean, remains one
of the most important elements of this evolving equation. Yet
today, Cyprus is discussed not only through intergovernmental
negotiations but also through the strengthening of ties among
cities, local administrations, and communities. As local
diplomacy becomes increasingly visible, the role of cities in
international relations is emerging as an important component

of regional stability.

Meanwhile, Tirkiye’s domestic objective of a “Terror-Free
Trkiye” should not be viewed solely as a security issue. This
goal forms part of a broader strategic framework encompassing
economic development, social cohesion, regional integration,
and international influence. Strong states are not merely those
that protect their borders; they are also those that strengthen
social unity, consolidate internal stability, and generate a shared
vision for the future.

Perhaps the fundamental question we must answer today is
this: As the world establishes a new order, where will Tirkiye
stand within it?

The answer lies not only at diplomatic tables, in military
strategies, or in economic indicators, but also in its cities,
institutions, and capacity for social solidarity. The special
interviews and analyses featured in the May issue of the WALD
Newsletter provide valuable insights into the signs of a changing
world and Thrkiye’s place within this transformation, offering
a broad perspective that extends from Beijing to the Eastern
Mediterranean, from Cyprus to Anatolia.

What we can already see is that the defining competition of the
new century will not be solely among those who possess power,
but between those who can correctly interpret change and those

who are left behind.

sayl 28 - nisan 2026



~

DOGU AKDENIiZ’DE YENi SOGUK SAVAS MI BASLIYOR?
IS ANEW COLD WAR BEGINNING IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN?
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Prof. Dr. Ugur OZGOKER
Akademisyen / Guvenlik Politikalari Uzmani

MAVI VATAN TURKIYE’NIN
DENIZLERDEKI SON
KIRMIZI CIZGiSI Mi?

Dogu Akdeniz'de degisen giic dengeleri, enerji giivenligi,
deniz yetki alanlar: ve kiiresel rekabet ekseninde sekillenen
yeni jeopolitik siireg; “Mavi Vatan” kavramint yalnizca
bir deniz doktrini olmaktan ikararak Tiirkiye'nin
stratejik vizyonunun en 6nemli bashklarindan biri hiline
getiriyor. Bugiin Mavi Vatan yaklasimi;, uluslararas:
hukuk, enerji giivenligi, deniz hakimiyeti ve bolgesel giic
dengeleri cercevesinde Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz'deki
konumunu yeniden tanimlayan cok boyutlu bir paradigma

olarak degerlendiriliyor.

Prof. Dr. Ugur OZGOKER
Academician / Security Policy Expert

1S BLUE HOMELAND
TURKIYE’S FINAL RED
LINE AT SEA?

The new geopolitical landscape taking shape around shifting
power balances, energy security, maritime jurisdictions,
and global competition in the Eastern Mediterranean
has transformed the concept of the “Blue Homeland” from
a mere maritime doctrine into one of the central pillars
of Tiirkiyes strategic vision. Today, the Blue Homeland
approach is regarded as a multidimensional paradigm that
redefines Tiirkiye’s position in the Eastern Mediterranean
through the lenses of international law, energy security,

maritime dominance, and regional power dynamics.

Mavi Vatan doktrini cercevesinde sekillenen Dogu
Akdeniz jeopolitigi; enerji giivenliginden kiiresel giic
rekabetine uzanan genis bir stratejik doniisiim icerisinde,
21. yiizyilin yeni jeopolitik miicadele alanlarini yeniden
sekillendiriyor. Tiirkiye'nin stratejik konumu, bélgesel
doniisiimler wve kiiresel aktorler arasindaki yeni giic
miicadelesine iliskin dikkat cekici degerlendirmeler sunan
bu ozel raportaj; Dogu Akdeniz’in neden bu yiizyihin en
kritik kirilma alanlarindan biri haline geldigini kapsami
bir bakis agisiyla ortaya koyuyor. ..

Bugiin Dogu Akdeniz'de gergeklesen bir enerji savasi
m1 yagiyoruz, yoksa mesele enerjinin ¢ok 6tesine mi
gecti? Siz bunu nasil yorumlarsiniz?

Bugiin insanlara ‘Ikinci Diinya Savasi ne zaman
basladi?” diye sorsaniz, ¢ogu 1 Eylal 1939, yani
Hitler'in Polonya’ya saldirdig: tarihi séyler. Bu resmi
ilan tarihidir. Oysa savas fiillen 1936’da baglamisti.
Japonya'nin Mangurya’yr isgali, Italya’nin Habesistan’a
ve Arnavutluk’a midahalesi, Hitler'in Ruhr bélgesine
asker sokmasi, Stidetler’i isgal etmesi, Avusturya’yr ilhak
etmesi... Bunlarin tamami savasin baslamis oldugunu
gosteriyordu. Ancak dinya heniiz bunu resmen ilan
etmemisti.

Bugiin de benzer bir tablo goriiyoruz. Ukrayna’da
savas var, Rusya’da savag var, Ortadogu’da savas
var, Basra Korfezi'nde gerilim var, Uzak Dogu’da
catigmalar var. Aslinda savas basgladi ama hentz
resmen ilan edilmedi. Belki yarin bagka bir biyik
saldirt olacak ve diinya o giin ‘Ugiincii Diinya Savast
baslad:’ diyecek. Ama bana gore siire¢ zaten baglamig
durumda. Dolayisiyla Dogu Akdeniz’'de yasananlar:
sadece enerji kaynaklari Uzerinden okumak eksik
olur. Evet, burada enerji kaynaklar1 tizerinde biyik
bir paylasim miicadelesi var. Emperyal giiclerin yiiz
yil 6nce yaptiklar: seyin bugiin farkli bir versiyonunu
goriyoruz. Ancak Dogu Akdeniz ayni zamanda
Ucgiincii Diinya Savagi’nin 6nemli cephelerinden biri
haline gelmis durumda.

Birinci ve Ikinci Diinya Savaglar biiyiik 6l¢iide Avrupa
merkezliydi; ¢linkdi donemin sanayi ve enerji kaynaklar:
oradayd1. Bugiin ise diinyanin en buyiik petrol ve dogalgaz
rezervleri Ortadogu’da bulunuyor. Bu nedenle yeni
kiresel micadelenin agirlik merkezi de dogal olarak bu
bolgeye kayiyor. Bana gore savasin resmi kirilma noktasi
Baltiklar’da yasanacak. Rusya’nin Litvanya, Letonya ve
Estonya gibi Baltik tilkelerine yonelik olasi bir miidahalesi,
ozellikle Kaliningrad ile kara baglantisi kurma girisimi,
NATOnun dogrudan devreye girmesine neden olabilir.
Cunki o noktada Rus askerleri NATO topragina girmis
olacak ve NATO’nun 5. maddesi isletilmek zorunda
kalacaktir. O giin dinya, aslinda uzun stiredir devam eden
savagin resmen ilan edildigini gérecek.
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The geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean, shaped by the
Blue Homeland doctrine, is redefining the new arenas of
geopolitical competition in the 21st century through a broad
strategic transformation that extends from energy security
to global power rivalry. Offering compelling insights into
Tiirkiye’s strategic position, regional transformations, and
the evolving struggle among global actors, this exclusive
interview provides a comprehensive perspective on why the
Eastern Mediterranean has become one of the most critical

geopolitical fault lines of this century.

Are we witnessing an energy war in the Eastern
Mediterranean today, or has the issue evolved far beyond
energy itself? How do you interpret this development?
If youwere to ask people today, “When did the Second World
War begin?”, most would answer 1 September 1939 the date
Hitler invaded Poland. That is the official date on which the
war was declared. In reality, however, the war had effectively
begun in 1936. Japan’s invasion of Manchuria, Italy’s
intervention in Ethiopia and Albania, Hitler’s remilitarization
of the Ruhr, his occupation of the Sudetenland, and the
annexation of Austria all of these developments clearly
indicated that the war had already started. The world,
however, had not yet officially acknowledged it as such.

We are witnessing a similar picture today. There is war in
Ukraine, war involving Russia, conflict across the Middle East,
tensions in the Persian Gulf, and confrontations in the Far East.
In reality, the war has already begun; it simply has not yet been
officially declared. Perhaps tomorrow another major attack will
occur, and on that day the world will say, “The Third World
War has begun.” In my view, however, the process is already
underway. Therefore, it would be insufficient to interpret
developments in the Eastern Mediterranean solely through the
lens of energy resources. Certainly, there is a major struggle over
the control and distribution of energy resources in the region.
What we are witnessing today is, in many ways, a new version of
what imperial powers were doing a century ago. Yet the Eastern
Mediterranean has also become one of the principal fronts of

what could be described as the Third World War.

'The Firstand Second World Wars were largely centered in Europe
because that was where the industrial and energy resources of the
time were concentrated. Today, however, the world’s largest oil
and natural gas reserves are located in the Middle East. As a result,
the center of gravity of the new global struggle is naturally shifting
toward this region. In my view, the official turning point of the war
will occur in the Baltic region. A potential Russian intervention in
Baltic states such as Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia—particularly
an attempt to establish a land corridor to Kaliningrad could trigger
NATO’s direct involvement. At that point, Russian troops would
have entered NATO territory, making the invocation of Article 5
of the NATO Treaty unavoidable. On that day, the world would
realize that a war that had in fact been ongoing for quite some
time had finally been officially declared.
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Ancak savagin asil agirlik merkezi yine Ortadogu

olacaktir. Clinki bugin paylasim miicadelesinin
temelinde enerji yatiyor. Avrupa’da artik ge¢miste
oldugu gibi paylasilacak buyiik enerji havzalar: yok.
Buna kargilik Ortadogu hélad dinyanin en biyik
petrol ve dogalgaz rezervlerini barindiriyor. Bu
sirecte Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’'nin ve Israil’in
Ortadogu’daki etkisini daha da genisletmeye
alisacagini digiiniyorum. Ozellikle Iran merkezli
enerji havzalari tzerinde ciddi bir gli¢ micadelesi
yasanacaktir. Rusya ise Suriye’de rejimin degismesiyle
birlikte Ortadogu’daki en 6nemli miittefiklerinden
birini kaybetti. Bu nedenle bolgede eskisi kadar etkili
hareket etmesi kolay olmayacaktir. Sonug¢ olarak
bugiin yasanan kiiresel gerilimlerin merkezinde enerji
vardir. Ancak mesele artik yalnizca enerji meselesi
olmaktan ¢ikmis; kiiresel giic dengelerinin yeniden
sekillendigi ¢ok daha biiyik bir jeopolitik dontsime

donismusgtir.

Buglin Dogu Akdeniz’de yaganan geligmeleri yalnizca
enerjirekabeti izerinden okumak yeterli degildir. Kuskusuz
meselenin merkezinde enerji givenligi bulunmaktadir.
Gegmiste kémiir ve demirin belirleyici oldugu kiiresel
miicadeleler, bugiin petrol, dogalgaz ve enerji koridorlar
Uzerinden sekillenmektedir. Ancak son yillarda yasanan
Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi, Gazze’deki krizler ve bolgesel
gerilimler, enerji politikalarini yalnizca ekonomik degil,
ayni zamanda strateik ve glivenlik odakli bir mesele héline
getirmistir.
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However, the principal center of gravity of the conflict will
remain the Middle East. This is because energy lies at the heart
of today’s struggle for influence and control. Europe no longer
possesses the vast energy basins that once fueled geopolitical
competition in previous eras. By contrast, the Middle East
continues to hold the world’s largest reserves of oil and natural
gas. In this context, I believe that the United States and Israel
will seek to further expand their influence across the region. In
particular, a significant power struggle is likely to emerge over
the energy-rich areas centered around Iran. Russia, on the other
hand, has lost one of its most important allies in the Middle
East following the change of regime in Syria. As a result, it
will no longer be as easy for Moscow to operate in the region
with the same degree of influence as before. Ultimately, energy
remains at the core of today’s global tensions. However, the
issue has evolved far beyond a mere competition over energy
resources; it has become part of a much broader geopolitical
transformation in which global power balances are being

fundamentally reshaped.

It is not sufficient to interpret the developments unfolding
in the Eastern Mediterranean solely through the lens of
energy competition. Undoubtedly, energy security lies at
the heart of the issue. Whereas global struggles in the past
were shaped by coal and iron, today they are driven by oil,
natural gas, and energy corridors. However, the Russia—
Ukraine War, the crises in Gaza, and the broader regional
tensions of recent years have transformed energy policy
into not only an economic matter but also a strategic and
security-oriented one.

www.wald.org.tr

Dogu Akdenizdeki dogalgaz rezervleri, Avrupa’nin
enerji arz givenligi acisindan 6nemli bir potansiyel
tasirken; Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti ve Kuzey Kibris Tirk
Cumbhuriyeti’nin bolgedeki megru haklari da bu denklemin
ayrilmaz bir parcasidir. Turkiye'nin Libya ile imzaladig:
deniz yetki alanlari anlagmas: sonrasinda bolgedeki enerji
dengeleri yeniden sekillenmis, EastMed Projesi ise ytiksek
maliyet ve glvenlik riskleri nedeniyle strdirtlebilirligini
kaybetmistir. Gelinen noktada, Dogu Akdeniz gazinin
Avrupa’ya ulagtinlmasinda en uygulanabilir ve ekonomik
glizergahin Tirkiye Uzerinden gececegi yoniindeki
degerlendirmeler giderek gii¢ kazanmaktadur.

Ancak bugiin yagananlar1 yalnizca enerji eksenli bir
miicadele olarak degerlendirmek eksik olacaktir.
Diinya, yeni bir kiiresel gi¢ dengesi dénemine
girmigtir. ~ Ukrayna’dan ~ Ortadogu’ya,  Basra
Korfezi'nden Asya-Pasifik’e kadar uzanan genis
cografyada yasanan krizler; uluslararasi sistemin
yeniden sekillendigini gostermektedir. Bu ¢ergevede
Dogu Akdeniz, yalnizca enerji kaynaklarinin degil;
jeopolitik rekabetin, guvenlik stratejilerinin ve
kiiresel glic micadelesinin en kritik merkezlerinden

biri hiline gelmigtir.

Oniimiizdeki dénemde enerji havzalari  {izerindeki
rekabetin daha da derinlesmesi beklenmektedir. Amerika
Birlesik Devletleri, Rusya, Avrupa Birligi ve bolgesel
aktorler arasindaki stratejik miicadele; yalnizca enerji
guvenligini degil, ayn1 zamanda yeni diinya diizeninin
nasil sekillenecegini de belirleyecektir. Bu nedenle Dogu
Akdeniz'de yasanan gelismeler, enerji eksenli bir krizden
cok daha fazlasini ifade eden tarihsel ve jeopolitik bir
dontigiim streci olarak okunmalidir.
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While the natural gas reserves of the Eastern Mediterranean
represent significant potential for Europe’s energy supply
security, the legitimate rights of the Republic of Turkiye and
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in the region are
also an integral part of this equation. Following the maritime
jurisdiction agreement signed between Turkiye and Libya,
the energy balance in the region was fundamentally reshaped,
while the EastMed Project lost its viability due to high costs
and security risks. At this stage, assessments suggesting
that the most practical and economically feasible route for
transporting Eastern Mediterranean gas to Europe would
pass through Tiirkiye are gaining increasing prominence.

However, it would be incomplete to view the developments
taking place today solely as an energy-driven struggle.
'The world has entered a new era of shifting global power
balances. The crises unfolding across a vast geography
stretching from Ukraine to the Middle East and from the
Persian Gulf to the Asia-Pacific region demonstrate that
the international system is being fundamentally reshaped.
In this context, the Eastern Mediterranean has emerged
as one of the most critical centers not only of energy
resources, but also of geopolitical competition, security
strategies, and the broader struggle for global influence.

Competition over energy basins is expected to intensify
further in the coming years. The strategic contest among
the United States, Russia, the European Union, and
regional actors will shape not only the future of energy
security but also the contours of the emerging global
order. For this reason, developments in the Eastern
Mediterranean should be understood as part of a broader
historical and geopolitical transformation one that extends
far beyond an energy-centered crisis.
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Mavi Vatan doktrini, Tiirkiye'nin savunma refleksimi
ya da yeni bir jeopolitik paradigma m size gore? Ciinkii

Tiirkiye bunu ¢ok 6nemsiyor. Tiirkiye Dogu Akdeniz'de
gercekten kusatiliyor mu?

Mavi Vatan doktrini, bana gére yalnizca bir savunma
refleksi degil; Turkiye'nin degisen kiiresel dengeler
kargisinda gelistirdigi yeni bir jeopolitik paradigmadir.
Ciinkd bugiin mesele sadece deniz givenligi degil; enerji
kaynaklari, ticaret koridorlari, deniz yetki alanlari ve
bolgesel gic dengeleri Uzerinden sekillenen ¢ok boyutlu
bir stratejik miicadeledir. Tirkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz'de
ortaya koydugu yaklasgim da tam olarak bu yeni dénemin
jeopolitik gercekligini yansitmaktadir.

Elbette Turkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz’de dislanmaya
¢aligildigi  donemler olmustur. Ozellikle Avrupa
Birligi'nde giindeme gelen Sevilla Haritas: yaklagima,
Tirkiye’yi Antalya ve Iskenderun Kérfezi'ne sikigtiran
ve Dogu Akdeniz'deki deniz yetki alanlarini buyuk
olgiide sinirlandirmay: hedefleyen bir perspektif olarak
uzun stre tartigtlmistir. Benzer gekilde EastMed
Projesi de; Israil, Giiney Kibris Rum Yénetimi ve
Yunanistan ekseninde, Tirkiye bypass edilerek enerji
kaynaklarinin Avrupa’ya ulastirilmasini  hedefleyen
stratejik bir girisim olarak 6ne ¢ikmigtir. Ancak hem
ekonomik gergekler hem de bolgesel jeopolitigin
dinamikleri, bu projelerin siirdirilebilir olmadigin:
ortaya koymustur.

Dolayisiyla bugiin Tirkiye’'nin tamamen “kusatildig:”
bir tabloyu degil; aksine kusatilmasinin arzu
edildigi fakat bunun sahada karsilik bulamadig: bir
sireci gortyoruz. Tirkiye; diplomatik kapasitesi,
askeri caydiriciligi, enerji politikalar1 ve deniz
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Inyourview, is the Blue Homeland doctrine merelyadefensive
reflex of Tirkiye, or does it represent a new geopolitical
paradigm? Given the importance Tiirkiye attaches to it, is the
country truly being encircled in the Eastern Mediterranean?
In my view, the Blue Homeland doctrine is not merely a
defensive reflex; it is a new geopolitical paradigm developed
by Tirkiye in response to shifting global dynamics. The
issue today extends far beyond maritime security alone. It
encompasses a multidimensional strategic struggle shaped
by energy resources, trade corridors, maritime jurisdictions,
and regional power balances. Tiirkiye’s approach in the
Eastern Mediterranean reflects precisely the geopolitical
realities of this new era.

'There have certainly been periods when efforts were made
to marginalize Tiurkiye in the Eastern Mediterranean.
In particular, the so-called Seville Map approach, which
gained prominence within the European Union, was widely
debated for years as a framework that sought to confine
Tiirkiye to the Gulfs of Antalya and Iskenderun while
significantly restricting its maritime jurisdiction areas in
the Eastern Mediterranean. Similarly, the EastMed Project
emerged as a strategic initiative aimed at transporting energy
resources to Europe through a partnership involving Israel,
the Greek Cypriot Administration, and Greece, effectively
bypassing Tirkiye. However, both economic realities and
the dynamics of regional geopolitics have demonstrated
that these projects are not sustainable in the long term.

Therefore, what we see today is not a situation in which
Thirkiye has been completely “encircled”; rather, itisa process
in which attempts have been made to encircle Tiirkiye, but
these efforts have failed to gain traction on the ground.
Through its diplomatic capacity, military deterrence, energy
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yetki alanlarina iligkin uluslararasi hukuk temelli
yaklasimiyla Dogu Akdeniz’'de belirleyici aktoérlerden
biri héaline gelmistir.

Mavi Vatan yaklagiminin temelinde de bu anlayis
yatmaktadir. Nasil ki kara sinirlari bir devletin egemenlik
alanini ifade ediyorsa; deniz yetki alanlar1 da o egemenligin
denizlerdeki devamudir. Bu yontiyle Mavi Vatan, yalnizca
askeri bir doktrin degil; Tiurkiye’'nin deniz jeopolitigini
yeniden tanimlayan, uluslararasi hukuk, enerji giivenligi
ve stratejik egemenlik ekseninde sekillenen kapsamli bir
vizyondur. Bana gore bu paradigma, Tirkiye'nin yeni
yizyildaki bolgesel konumlanmasini anlamak agisindan
son derece Onemli ve stratejik bir donigimi ifade
etmektedir.

Israil'inson dénemde Giiney Kibris Rum yénetimiyle
gerceklestigi askeri ve enerji isbirliklerini nasil
okumaliy1z? Ve Kibris meselesi artik bir etnik
siyasi sorun olmaktan ¢ikip kiiresel gii¢c rekabetinin
merkezi mi?

Kibris meselesi uzun yillar boyunca agirlikli olarak askeri
ve glvenlik perspektifi Uzerinden degerlendirilen bir
konu oldu. Ozellikle Soguk Savas doneminde ada, Dogu
Akdeniz'de stratejik dengeyi belirleyen sabit bir askeri s
niteliginde goriliyordu. Ancak bugiin gelinen noktada
Kibris, yalnizca askeri degil; enerji glivenligi, ticaret yollari,
kiiresel lojistik aglari, finansal hareketlilik ve bolgesel gii¢
dengeleri acgisindan ¢ok daha genis bir jeopolitik anlam
tagimaktadir.

AARNECNIE

policies, and international law-based approach to maritime
jurisdiction areas, Tiirkiye has become one of the key actors
shaping developments in the Eastern Mediterranean.

This understanding lies at the very core of the Blue
Homeland approach. Just as a state's land borders define the
extent of its sovereignty on land, maritime jurisdiction areas
represent the continuation of that sovereignty at sea. In this
sense, Blue Homeland is not merely a military doctrine; it
is a comprehensive vision that redefines Ttirkiye’s maritime
geopolitics and is shaped by the principles of international
law, energy security, and strategic sovereignty. In my view,
this paradigm represents a highly significant and strategic
transformation for understanding Tirkiye’s regional
positioning in the new century.

How should we interpret Israel’s recent military
and energy cooperation with the Greek Cypriot
Administration? Has the Cyprus issue evolved beyond
being an ethnic and political dispute to become a focal
point of global power competition?

For many years, the Cyprus issue was viewed primarily
through a military and security lens. Particularly during the
Cold War era, the island was regarded as a fixed strategic
outpost that played a key role in shaping the balance of
power in the Eastern Mediterranean. Today, however,
Cyprus carries a far broader geopolitical significance that
extends beyond military considerations to encompass
energy security, trade routes, global logistics networks,
financial flows, and regional power dynamics.
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Dogu Akdeniz artik yalnizca bdlgesel bir giivenlik alani
degil; kiresel enerji akiglarinin, ticaret koridorlarinin ve
uluslararas: stratejik rekabetin merkezlerinden biri héline
gelmistir. Cin’in “Bir Kusak Bir Yol” girigimi, Avrupa'nin
enerji arz givenligi arayi1 ve Ortadogu merkezli
enerji havzalari, bolgenin jeostratejik 6nemini daha da
artirmaktadir. Bu nedenle Kibris meselesi bugiin askeri
boyutun Stesine gegmis; ekonomik, ticari, diplomatik ve
hatta kilturel etkileri olan ¢ok katmanli bir uluslararasi
meseleye dontgmistir.

BusiirectelsrailinDoguAkdenizve Kibris'ayonelikilgisinin
de yalnizca ekonomik gerekgelerle agiklanamayacag:
degerlendirilmektedir. Bolgedeki gayrimenkul yatirimlari,
enerji politikalar: ve stratejik yerlesim girisimleri; Dogu
Akdenizde uzun vadeli niifuz alani olugturma arayiginin
bir parcasi olarak yorumlanmaktadir. Ozellikle Giiney
Kibris'ta son yillarda yasanan sermaye hareketliligi ve
yabanci yatirimlar, bolgedeki gi¢ dengelerinin yeniden
sekillendigine isaret etmektedir.

Ote yandan kiiresel aktorlerin bolgeye yonelik politikalar:
da dikkat ¢ekicidir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, ingiltere,
Avrupa Birligi, Rusya ve Cin gibi aktorler; Dogu
Akdenizi yalnizca enerji merkezli degil, ayn1 zamanda
jeopolitik etki alani agisindan stratejik bir bolge olarak
degerlendirmektedir. Ukrayna Savasi sonrasi degisen
dengeler, Rusya'nin boélgedeki etkisini sinirlandirirken;
Batili aktorlerin Giiney Kibris tizerindeki etkisinin daha
gorinir héle geldigi gozlemlenmektedir.

Bu ¢ergevede Tiurkiye'nin ve Kuzey Kibris Tirk
Cumbhuriyetinin  Dogu Akdenizde ortaya koydugu
yaklasgim, yalmizca ulusal givenlik  perspektifiyle
degil; bolgesel denge, enerji giivenligi, uluslararas:
hukuk ve jeopolitik siirdiirilebilirlik agisindan da
degerlendirilmelidir. ~ Bolgedeki  gelismeler, Dogu
Akdeniz'in 6niimiizdeki donemde kiiresel siyasetin en
kritik kirilma alanlarindan biri olmaya devam edecegini
acgik bicimde gostermektedir.

Tirkiye Mavi Vatan, Uluslararas1 deniz
hukukunda. Ne kadar giiclii? Tirkiye'nin Libya
Anlagmasi, Dogu Akdeniz dekleminde kirilma
noktas1 olusturdu mu? Batida bazi c¢evreler Mavi
Vatan't yayilmaci bir doktrin olarak Tiirkiye adina
tanimlarken, sizce boyle bir séylem bilingli bir alg:
operasyonu mu?

Mavi Vatan yaklagimina bakildiginda, bunun yayilmaci bir
doktrindegil; uluslararasi denizhukukunun tanimladigi hak
ve yetki alanlarinin Tirkiye agisindan kavramsallagtirilmig
bir ifadesi oldugu gérilmektedir. Nitekim 1958 Cenevre
Deniz Hukuku Sézlesmesi ile 1982 Birlesmis Milletler
Deniz Hukuku Sézlesmesi’'nde; karasulari, kita sahanhg:
ve miinhasir ekonomik boélge kavramlari agik bigimde
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'The Eastern Mediterranean is no longer merely a regional
security arena; it has become one of the principal hubs
of global energy flows, trade corridors, and international
strategic competition. China’s Belt and Road Initiative,
Europe’s search for energy supply security, and the energy-
rich basins of the Middle East have further enhanced the
region’s geostrategic significance. As a result, the Cyprus issue
has evolved beyond its military dimension and has become
a multidimensional international matter with economic,
commercial, diplomatic, and even cultural implications.

In this context, Israel's growing interest in the Eastern
Mediterranean and Cyprus cannot be explained solely by
economic considerations. Real estate investments, energy
policies, and strategic settlement initiatives in the region are
widely interpreted as part of a broader effort to establish a
long-term sphere of influence in the Eastern Mediterranean.
In particular, the increasing flow of capital and foreign
investment into Southern Cyprus in recent years points to a
gradual reshaping of regional power dynamics.

On the other hand, the policies pursued by global actors
toward the region are equally noteworthy. Actors such as the
United States, the United Kingdom, the European Union,
Russia, and China view the Eastern Mediterranean not
only as an energy hub but also as a strategically significant
sphere of geopolitical influence. While the shifting dynamics
tollowing the Russia—Ukraine War have constrained Russia’s
influence in the region, the role and presence of Western
actors in Southern Cyprus have become increasingly visible.

Within this framework, the approach adopted by Tiirkiye
and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in the
Eastern Mediterranean should be assessed not only from
the perspective of national security, but also in terms of
regional balance, energy security, international law, and
geopolitical sustainability. Developments in the region
clearly demonstrate that the Eastern Mediterranean will
continue to be one of the most critical geopolitical fault
lines in global politics in the years ahead.

How strong is Tiirkiye’s Blue Homeland doctrine under
international maritime law? Did the Tiirkiye-Libya
Maritime Jurisdiction Agreement constitute a turning
point in the Eastern Mediterranean equation? While
some circles in the West portray Blue Homeland as an
expansionist doctrine pursued by Tiirkiye, do you believe
this narrative is part of a deliberate perception campaign?
When viewed in its proper context, the Blue Homeland
concept is not an expansionist doctrine but rather a conceptual
expression, from Turkiye’s perspective, of the rights and
jurisdictional areas defined under international maritime law.
Indeed, the concepts of territorial waters, the continental shelf,
and the exclusive economic zone are clearly defined in both the

1958 Geneva Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 1982
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tamimlanmugtir. Bu ¢ergevede, kara iilkesinin sona erdigi
noktadan itibaren belirlenen deniz yetki alanlarinda;
deniz yuzeyi, deniz yatag: ve deniz altindaki ekonomik
kaynaklar tizerinde kiy1 devletlerine gesitli egemen haklar
taninmaktadir.

1958  dizenlemelerinde  altt  mil  olarak
degerlendirilen karasulari siniri;, 1982 Birlesmis
Milletler Deniz Hukuku Sézlesmesi ile on iki
mile kadar genisletilmis; boylece kiy1 devletlerinin
hukuki ve idari yetkileri daha kapsamli bir zemine
oturtulmustur. I¢ sular kavram: da bu ¢ercevede
degerlendirilmekte; medeni hukuk, ceza hukuku ve
diger tim i¢ hukuk siiregleri ilgili kara devletinin
yetki alaninda kabul edilmektedir.

Mavi Vatan yaklasiminin temelini olugturan kita
sahanligi kavrami ise, deniz yatag:i ve deniz altindaki
dogal kaynaklarin kullanim haklarini ifade etmektedir.
Bunun yaninda minhasir ekonomik bélge kavrami da,
kiy1 devletlerine belirli bir deniz alaninda ekonomik
kaynaklardan yararlanma hakk: tanimaktadir. Bu haklar
yalnizca enerji kaynaklarini degil; balik¢ilik, deniz trtinleri
ve deniz alti dogal kaynaklarini da kapsamaktadir.
Dolayisiyla Mavi Vatan yaklagimi, uluslararast hukuk
tarafindan tanimlanmis deniz yetki alanlarinin Tirkiye
perspektifinden ifade edilmesinden ibarettir.

Bu nedenle Mavi Vatan'in uluslararas: hukuk bakimindan
mesru bir zemine sahip oldugu; herhangi bir yayilmaci
doktrinden ziyade, mevcut uluslararasi deniz hukuku
normlarinin  bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilmesi
gerektigi ifade edilmektedir. Farkli dlkeler ayn: hukuki
alanlar1 farkli kavramlarla tanimlarken, Tirkiye bu
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United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Within
this framework, coastal states are granted various sovereign
rights over the sea surface, the seabed, and the economic
resources beneath the seabed within maritime jurisdiction
areas extending from the point where their land territory ends.

Under the 1958 framework, the limit of territorial waters was
generally recognized as six nautical miles. With the adoption
of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, this limit was extended to up to twelve nautical miles,
thereby providing a broader legal and administrative basis for
the rights and authorities of coastal states. The concept of
internal waters is also evaluated within this framework, with
civil law, criminal law, and all other domestic legal processes
talling under the jurisdiction of the respective coastal state.
The concept of the continental shelf, which forms the
foundation of the Blue Homeland approach, refers to the rights
of a coastal state to explore and utilize the natural resources
located on and beneath the seabed. In addition, the concept of
the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) grants coastal states the
right to benefit from economic resources within a designated
maritime area. These rights extend beyond energy resources to
include fisheries, marine resources, and natural resources found
beneath the seabed. Therefore, the Blue Homeland approach
is essentially Turkiye’s articulation of maritime jurisdiction
areas as defined under international law.

For this reason, the Blue Homeland concept is considered
to rest on a legitimate foundation under international law
and should be viewed not as an expansionist doctrine, but
rather as a reflection of the existing norms of international
maritime law. While different countries may describe
the same legal maritime entitlements through different
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yaklasimi  “Mavi Vatan” kavramsallagtirmasiyla ifade

etmektedir.

Tirkiye ile Libya arasinda imzalanan Deniz Yetki
Alanlarinin Sinirlandirilmasi Anlagmast ise, bu ¢ercevede
onemli bir doniim noktas: olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
2019 yilinda imzalanan séz konusu anlagma, Dogu
Akdeniz’de deniz yetki alanlarinin yeniden sekillenmesinde
stratejik bir kirilma noktas: olugturmugstur. Anlagma ile
birlikte Ttrkiye ve Libya, karsilikli deniz yetki alanlarini
uluslararasi hukuk temelinde kayit altina almig; Dogu
Akdenizdeki enerji ve deniz yetki alanlar1 tartigmalarina
yeni bir hukuki ¢erceve kazandirmistir.

Bu siirecte, Giiney Kibris Rum Yo6netimi tarafindan daha
once ilan edilen bazi enerji sahalarinin hukuki statist
de yeniden tartisma konusu olmus; bolgedeki deniz
yetki alanlarinin yalnizca tek tarafli deklarasyonlarla
belirlenemeyecegi yoniinde gugli bir uluslararasi hukuk
perspektifi ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Ayni dénemde Yunanistan
ile Misir arasinda imzalanan deniz yetki alani anlagmalar
da bolgesel dengeler agisindan yogun bigimde tartigilmus;
ozellikle Dogu Akdeniz'deki ekonomik ve jeopolitik
¢cikarlarin yeniden degerlendirilmesine yol agmuistir.

Tirkiye-Libya Deniz Yetki Alanlar1  Anlagmasi’'nin
Birlesmis Milletler nezdinde tescil edilmis olmas: ise,
anlagmanin yalnizca ikili bir mutabakat degil; ayn1 zamanda
uluslararas: hukuk bakimindan kayit altina alinmug bir belge
niteligi tagidigimi gostermektedir. Bu yoniiyle anlagma,
Turkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz deki deniz yetki alanlarina iligkin

tezlerinin uluslararasi hukuk ¢ercevesinde goriniirliigiini ve
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terminology, Turkiye articulates this approach through
the concept of the “Blue Homeland.”

'The Maritime Jurisdiction Delimitation Agreement signed
between Tirkiye and Libya is regarded, within this context,
as a significant turning point. Signed in 2019, the agreement
constituted a strategic watershed in the reshaping of
maritime jurisdiction areas in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Through this agreement, Tirkiye and Libya formally
registered their respective maritime jurisdictions on the
basis of international law, thereby introducing a new legal
framework to the ongoing debates over energy resources
and maritime boundaries in the Eastern Mediterranean.

During this process, the legal status of certain energy blocks
previously declared by the Greek Cypriot Administration also
became a subject of renewed debate, giving rise to a strong
international legal perspective that maritime jurisdiction
areas in the region cannot be determined solely through
unilateral declarations. During the same period, the maritime
delimitation agreements signed between Greece and Egypt
were likewise extensively debated in terms of their implications
for regional balances, leading to a reassessment of the economic
and geopolitical interests at stake in the Eastern Mediterranean.

'The registration of the Tiirkiye—Libya Maritime Jurisdiction
Delimitation Agreement with the United Nations
demonstrates that the agreement is not merely a bilateral
arrangement, but also a formally recorded instrument under
international law. In this respect, the agreement is regarded
as an important diplomatic step that has strengthened
the visibility and legitimacy of Tiirkiye’s claims regarding
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mesruiyetini gliclendiren 6nemli bir diplomatik adim olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Bu perspektiften bakildiginda, Dogu
Akdeniz'de yasanan gelismeler yalnizca enerji kaynaklari
eksenli bir rekabeti degil; ayn1 zamanda uluslararas: hukuk,
deniz giivenligi, bolgesel denge ve ¢ok tarafli diplomasi
streclerinin yeniden sekillendigi genis 6lgekli bir jeopolitik
déniigimi de yansitmaktadir.

Giiney Kibris Rum kesiminin Israil ve ABD ile
gelistirdigi giivenlik iligkileri, Kibris'ta yeni bir askeri
mimari yapt m1 olusturuyor? Kibris'ta iki devletli
¢6ziitm modeli artik geri doniilmez bir asamaya geldi
mi? Israil buna izin verir mi?

Bu yaklagimin, yalnizca dénemsel bir siyasi séylem degil;
Tirkiye ile Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumbhuriyeti arasinda
uzun yillardir sekillenen stratejik devlet politikasinin bir
yansimast oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Ozellikle Ersin
Tatar'in Cumbhurbagkanhifi doéneminden itibaren iki
devletli ¢oziim yaklagiminin hem Kuzey Kibris Tirk
Cumbhuriyeti hem de Tirkiye agisindan daha goriniir ve
net bir resmi politika haline geldigi degerlendirilmektedir.
Bu siiregte federasyon temelli ¢6zim beklentilerinin
yeniden canlandirilmasina  yonelik bazi uluslararas:
cevrelerde olugan iyimserligin ise zaman igerisinde karsilik

bulmad:g: ifade edilmektedir.

Bu yaklagimin temel dayanaklarindan biri olarak, diinyada
federatif yapilarin giderek ¢oziilme egilimine girdigi
gorigi one c¢ikmaktadir. Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasi,
Yugoslavya'nin pargalanmasi, Cekoslovakya’nin ayrilmasi
ve Avrupa’daki ¢esitli ayriliker hareketlerin gii¢ kazanmast;
klasik  federasyon = modellerinin  stirdirtlebilirligi
konusunda yeni tartigmalari beraberinde getirmistir.
Bu cercevede, farkli tarihsel, kiltirel, dini ve toplumsal
kimliklere sahip iki yapinin yeniden tek bir federasyon
catist altinda birlestirilmesinin gergekgi olmadig1 yontinde

degerlendirmeler yapilmaktadur.
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maritime jurisdiction areas in the Eastern Mediterranean
within the framework of international law. From this
perspective, developments in the Eastern Mediterranean
reflect not only a competition centered on energy resources,
but also a broader geopolitical transformation in which
international law, maritime security, regional balances, and
multilateral diplomatic processes are being reshaped.

Dotheevolvingsecurityrelationsbetween the Greek Cypriot
Administration and Israel and the United States signal the
emergence of a new military architecture in Cyprus? Has the
two-state solution model in Cyprus reached a point of no
return? Would Israel allow such a development?

This approach is regarded not merely as a temporary
political discourse, but as a reflection of a long-standing
strategic state policy that has evolved over many years
between Tirkiye and the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus. In particular, since the presidency of Ersin Tatar,
the two-state solution approach has become a more visible
and clearly defined official policy for both the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus and Tirkiye. During this
period, it is argued that the optimism displayed in certain
international circles regarding the revival of a federation-
based solution has gradually failed to gain meaningful
traction.

One of the principal foundations of this approach is the view
that federal structures around the world are increasingly
tending toward fragmentation and dissolution. The collapse
of the Soviet Union, the breakup of Yugoslavia, the
separation of Czechoslovakia, and the growing strength
of various separatist movements across Europe have all
given rise to new debates regarding the sustainability
of traditional federal models. Within this context, it is
argued that attempting to reunite two entities with distinct
historical, cultural, religious, and social identities under a
single federal framework is no longer a realistic option.
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Gegmiste Almanya 6rnegitzerindenyapilan kiyaslamalarin
da Kibris baglaminda dogrudan kargihk tretmedigi
ifade edilmektedir. Ciinkii Dogu ve Bati Almanya’nin;

ortak dil, ortak tarih, ortak kiltiir ve ortak toplumsal
kimlik temelinde birlestigi; Kibris'taki Tirk ve Rum
toplumlarinin ise tarihsel olarak farkli kimlikler, farkl
kiltirel yapilar ve farkli toplumsal aidiyetler tizerinden
sekillendigi vurgulanmaktadir. Osmanli déneminden
Ingiliz sémiirge yonetimine kadar uzanan siirecte dahi iki
toplumun ¢ogu zaman ayri sosyal yasam alanlari icerisinde
varlik gosterdigi belirtilmektedir. Bu nedenle federatif
¢6zim modelinin artik uygulanabilir bir se¢enek olmaktan
uzaklastig1 ve iki devletli yapinin geri dondirtlemez bir
asamaya ulastigi degerlendirmesi yapilmaktadir. Ote
yandan, Giney Kibris Rum Yoénetimi ile Israel ve
United States arasinda gelisen giivenlik ve savunma
iligkilerinin, Dogu Akdeniz’de yeni bir askeri ve
stratejik mimari olusturma arayisinin pargasi oldugu
ifade edilmektedir. Ancak bu sirecin ayni zamanda
Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’'nin uluslararas:
gorunirligini ve stratejik 6neminiartirabilecek yeni
sonuglar dogurabilecegi de degerlendirilmektedir.

Ozellikle Dogu Akdenizde artan askeri varhigmn ve
bolgedeki yeni Us yapilanmalarinin  yalmizca bolge
tilkelerinde degil, bazi Avrupa devletlerinde de rahatsizlik
yarattig1 ifade edilmektedir. Bunun yaninda Russia, China
ve bircok Orta Dogu tilkesinin de bolgedeki yeni askeri
denklemleri dikkatle izledigi belirtilmektedir. Bu nedenle
Dogu Akdenizdeki gii¢ rekabeti derinlestikge, Kuzey
Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyetinin uluslararas: platformlardaki
gortinirliginin ve diplomatik temas kapasitesinin zaman
icerisinde artabilecegi ongorilmektedir. Bu perspektife
gore, Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyetinin uluslararas:
sistem icerisindeki konumu kisa vadede tam diplomatik
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It is also argued that comparisons made in the past with the
German reunification experience do not directly apply to the
Cyprus context. This is because East and West Germany were
reunited on the basis of a common language, shared history,
common culture, and a unified social identity, whereas the
Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot communities have
historically evolved through distinct identities, different
cultural structures, and separate social affiliations. It is further
emphasized that, even during the Ottoman period and later
under British colonial rule, the two communities largely
maintained separate spheres of social life. For this reason,
the federal solution model is increasingly viewed as no longer
a viable option, while the two-state structure is considered
to have reached an irreversible stage.On the other hand, it
is argued that the evolving security and defense relations
between the Greek Cypriot Administration, Israel, and
the United States form part of a broader effort to establish
a new military and strategic architecture in the Eastern
Mediterranean. At the same time, however, this process is
also seen as one that could generate new dynamics capable
of enhancing the international visibility and strategic

significance of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Itis further argued that the growing military presence in the Eastern
Mediterranean and the establishment of new military bases in the
region have generated concern not only among regional countries but
also among certain European states. In addition, Russia, China, and
many countries in the Middle East are said to be closely monitoring
the emerging military dynamics in the region. As a result, as
geopolitical competition in the Eastern Mediterranean intensifies, it
isanticipated that the international visibility of the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus and its capacity for diplomatic engagement on
international platforms may gradually increase over time. According
to this perspective, even if the Turkish Republic of Northemn
Cyprus does not achieve full diplomatic recognition within the
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taninma seviyesine ulagmasa dahi; farkli uluslararas:
platformlarda gozlemci statiisii, katthmer dyelik ve ¢ok
tarafl diplomatik mekanizmalar aracihigiyla daha gériinir
hale gelebilecegi degerlendirilmektedir. Dolayisiyla Dogu
Akdenizde sekillenen yeni jeopolitik denklem, yalnizca
enerji ve gvenlik eksenli degil; ayn1 zamanda Kuzey Kibris
Tirk Cumhuriyeti'nin uluslararas: statiistini etkileyebilecek
cok boyutlu bir dénisiim siireci olarak okunmaktadir.

Israil'in Dogu Akdeniz statiisiinde 7 Ekim sonrasi
nasil bir degisim goriiyorsunuz? Israil, Tirkiye'yi
bolgede sadik bir rakip olarak goriir mi? Gériiyor
mu? Ya da vazgecilmez bir denge unsuru olarak mi
goriir?

Kibris iligkin
degerlendirmelerde, mevcut yaklagimin yalnizca donemsel

Dogu  Akdeniz  ve meselesine
bir siyasi soylem degil; Turkiye Cumhuriyeti ile Kuzey
Kibris Ttirk Cumhuriyeti arasinda uzun yillardir sekillenen
stratejik bir devlet politikasi oldugu vurgulanmaktadir.
Bu perspektif, o6zellikle iki devletli ¢6ziim yaklagiminin
giderek daha goriintr hale geldigi yeni jeopolitik denklem
icerisinde ele alinmaktadir.

Uluslararas:  sistemde

federatif ~yapilarin  yasadig:

dontgimler de bu tartismanin Onemli referans
noktalarindan biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Sovyetler
Birliginin  dagilmasi, Yugoslavya’nin  parcalanmasi,
Cekoslovakya’'nin ayrilmasi ve farkli bolgelerde 6zerklik ya
da ayrilikg1 tartigmalarin glic kazanmasi; klasik federasyon
modellerinin stirdirtlebilirligi konusunda yeni tartigmalar
beraberinde getirmistir. Bu ¢ercevede, Kibris'ta iki farkli
tarihsel, kiltiirel, dini ve toplumsal yapinin tek bir federatif
model altinda yeniden bir araya getirilmesinin gergekgi

olmadig1 yoniinde degerlendirmeler yapilmaktadir.

Bu yaklagim icerisinde, iki devletli ¢6ziim modelinin
artik geri dondirilemez bir agamaya ulastigi ve Dogu
Akdenizdeki yeni giivenlik mimarisinin de bu gergeklik
edilmektedir.  Ozellikle
Israel, United States ve Giiney Kibris Rum Y6netimi

tzerinden sekillendigi ifade

arasinda gelisen glvenlik ve savunma iligkilerinin,

bolgedeki
calistigi degerlendirilmektedir. Ancak bu stirecin ayni

stratejik  dengeleri  yeniden tanimlamaya
zamanda Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyetinin uluslararas:
gortnirligint ve diplomatik agirhigini artirabilecek yeni
dinamikler dogurabilecegi de belirtilmektedir.Bu ¢ergevede,
bazi Avrupa tilkelerinin dahi Dogu Akdeniz'de artan askeri
yogunluk ve dis giiclerin kalic1 Gis yapilanmalarina temkinli
yaklagtiklary; buna kargilik Russia, China ve bircok Orta
Dogu tlkesinin de bolgedeki yeni askeri denklemleri
dikkatle izledigi ifade edilmektedir. Bu durumun, Kuzey
Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’nin zaman igerisinde uluslararasi
platformlarda daha goriintir hale gelmesine ve farkh
uluslararas: yapilarda agamali bigimde temsil imkanlarinin
genislemesine katki saglayabilecegi degerlendirilmektedir.
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international system in the short term, it may nevertheless become
more visible through observer status, participatory memberships
in various international platforms, and engagement in multilateral
diplomatic mechanisms. Accordingly, the emerging geopolitical
equation in the Eastern Mediterranean should be understood not
only as a process driven by energy and security considerations, but
also as a multidimensional transformation that may influence the
international status of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

How do you assess the changes in Israel’s position in
the Eastern Mediterranean following October 77 Does
Israel view Tiirkiye as a reliable rival in the region?
Does it actually see Tiirkiye in that way, or rather as an
indispensable balancing actor?

In assessments concerning the Eastern Mediterranean and the
Cyprus issue, it is emphasized that the current approach is not
merely a temporary political discourse, but rather a strategic
state policy that has evolved over many years between the
Republic of Tiirkiye and the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus. This perspective is examined within the context of
a new geopolitical equation in which the two-state solution
approach has become increasingly visible and prominent.

'The transformations experienced by federal structures within
the international system are also regarded as one of the
key reference points in this debate. The dissolution of the
Soviet Union, the breakup of Yugoslavia, the separation of
Czechoslovakia, and the growing prominence of autonomy
and secessionist movements in various regions have all given
rise to new discussions regarding the sustainability of traditional
tederal models. Within this context, it is argued that bringing
together two communities in Cyprus with distinct historical,
cultural, religious, and social identities under a single federal
framework is no longer a realistic proposition.

Within this perspective, it is argued that the two-state solution model
has now reached an irreversible stage and that the emerging security
architecture in the Eastern Mediterranean is increasingly being shaped
around this reality. In particular, the evolving security and defense
relations among Israel, the United States, and the Greek Cypriot
Administration are seen as efforts to redefine the strategic balance
in the region. At the same time, however, it is also suggested that
this process may generate new dynamics capable of enhancing the
international visibility and diplomatic weight of the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus. Within this framework, it is argued that even
some European countries have adopted a cautious approach toward
the increasing military presence in the Eastern Mediterranean and
the establishment of permanent bases by external powers. At the
same time, Russia, China, and many countries in the Middle East
are said to be closely monitoring the emerging military dynamics
in the region. It is further suggested that these developments may
contribute over time to enhancing the visibility of the Turkish
Republic of Northem Cyprus on international platforms and
gradually expanding its opportunities for representation within

various international institutions and mechanisms.
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Israel ile Turkiye arasindaki iligkiler ise tarihsel ve
stratejik boyutlariyla ele alinmaktadir. Tiurkiye'nin,
Israil Devletini taniyan ilk Misliman tlkelerden biri
oldugu; tarihsel sireg icerisinde Yahudi topluluklarina
yonelik koruyucu politikalar gelistirdigi ve iki tlke
arasinda uzun yillar boyunca denge temelli bir iligki
zemininin bulundugu hatirlatilmaktadir. Bu perspektife
gore Tirkiye, bolgede yalnizca bir giic merkezi degil;
ayni zamanda denge saglayici ve istikrar Gretici bir aktor
olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Ancak 6zellikle 7 Ekim
sonrast dénemde, Israil'in guvenlik politikalarinin daha
sert ve agresif bir ¢izgiye yoneldigi; bunun da Tirkiye-
Israil iliskilerinde stratejik kirilmalar olugturdugu
ifade edilmektedir. Buna ragmen Tirkiye'nin bolgesel
yaklagiminin, Israil'in varhgini reddetmekten ziyade;
Filistin’in devlet statiisiini de esas alan uluslararas:
hukuk merkezli bir ¢6ziim anlayisina dayandig:
vurgulanmaktadir.

Gazze Savagimin Dogu Akdeniz enerji denklemine
etkileri de bu baglamda 6nemli gériilmektedir. Gazze’nin
yalnizca kara pargasi olarak degil; kita sahanlii ve
munhasir ekonomik boélge haklari bakimindan da stratejik
6neme sahip oldugu belirtilmektedir. Ozellikle Dogu
Akdenizdeki dogal gaz rezervleri ve enerji koridorlari
dikkate alindiginda, Gazze'nin deniz yetki alanlarinin
enerji jeopolitigi a¢isindan kritik bir unsur haline geldigi
ifade edilmektedir. Bu c¢ercevede, Gazze uzerinde
kurulmak istenen yeni dizenin yalmizca giivenlik veya
demografik bir mesele olmadifi; ayni zamanda Dogu
Akdeniz enerji kaynaklarinin  kontroliiyle dogrudan
baglantili oldugu degerlendirmesi yapilmaktadir. Ancak
uluslararasi kamuoyunun gligli tepkileri ve bdlgesel
dengelerdeki degisimlerin, bu tiir tek tarafli girisimlerin
surdirilebilirligini 6nemli ol¢ide zorlagtirdig: ifade
edilmektedir.

ABD'nin Dogu Akdeniz politikasinin merkezinde
enerji var. Bunu biliyoruz. Enerji mi Cin'i ¢cevreleme
stratejisi mi? hem enerji var. Trump Cin'de nasil bir
strateji izliyor?

Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinin, Ikinci Diinya Savasi
sonrasinda olusan kiresel dizende o6zellikle Yalta ve
Potsdam stireclerinde ortaya ¢ikan stratejik sonuglar
zaman icerisinde yeniden degerlendirdigi ifade
edilmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede, Sovyetler Birligi'nin Dogu
Avrupa Uzerindeki etkisinin geniglemesine imkéan
taniyan savag sonrast dizenin, ilerleyen yillarda Bati
diinyas1 agisindan ciddi giivenlik ve ideolojik meydan
okumalar dogurdugu degerlendirilmektedir. Bu siirecte
ABD'nin  gelistirdigi  “Containment / Cevreleme
Politikas1”, yalnizca askeri degil; ekonomik, siyasi ve
stratejik boyutlariyla gekillenen uzun vadeli bir kiresel
denge stratejisi olarak 6ne ¢ikmigtir. NATO, CENTO,
SEATO, ANZUS ve benzeri guvenlik yapilar
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Relations between Israel and Tirkiye are also examined
through their historical and strategic dimensions. It is
recalled that Ttirkiye was among the first Muslim-majority
countries to recognize the State of Israel, that it pursued
protective policies toward Jewish communities throughout
various periods of history, and that relations between the two
countries were grounded in a balance-based framework for
many years. From this perspective, Ttrkiye is regarded not
only as a center of power in the region, but also as an actor
that contributes to regional balance and stability. However,
particularly in the period following October 7, it is argued
that Israel’s security policies have taken on a more rigid
and assertive character, leading to strategic ruptures in
Tirkiye—Israel relations. Nevertheless, it is emphasized
that Turkiye’s regional approach is based not on denying
Israel’s existence, but rather on a solution framework
grounded in international law that also recognizes the
statehood of Palestine.

'The impact of the Gaza War on the Eastern Mediterranean
energy equation is also regarded as highly significant
in this context. It is argued that Gaza holds strategic
importance not only as a land territory, but also in terms of
its continental shelf and Exclusive Economic Zone rights.
Particularly when considering the natural gas reserves
and energy corridors of the Eastern Mediterranean,
Gaza’s maritime jurisdiction areas are viewed as a critical
component of the region’s energy geopolitics. Within this
framework, it is argued that the new order sought to be
established in Gaza is not merely a matter of security or
demographics, but is also directly linked to the control
of energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean.
However, it is emphasized that strong reactions from the
international community, together with shifting regional
dynamics, have made the sustainability of such unilateral
initiatives considerably more difficult.

The United States’ policy in the Eastern Mediterranean
is widely understood to be centered on energy. We know
this. But is it primarily about energy, or is it part of a
broader strategy to contain China?

It is argued that the United States has, over time,
reassessed the strategic outcomes that emerged from the
post—Second World War international order, particularly
those shaped through the Yalta and Potsdam processes.
Within this context, the post-war arrangement that
enabled the Soviet Union to expand its influence across
Eastern Europe is seen as having generated significant
security and ideological challenges for the Western
world in the decades that followed. During this period,
the United States’ “Containment Policy” emerged as a
long-term strategy for maintaining the global balance of
power, shaped not only by military considerations but
also by economic, political, and strategic dimensions.
The multilayered alliance systems established through
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aracithigiyla olugturulan ¢ok katmanli ittifak sistemleri;
Sovyetler Birligi'nin kiiresel etkisini smirlandirmaya
yonelik kapsamli bir jeopolitik yaklagimin pargalar:
olarak degerlendirilmistir.

Bu perspektifte, dogrudan askeri miidahalelerin tarihsel
olarak yiiksek maliyetler drettigi; Ozellikle Rusya
cografyasina yonelik kara operasyonlarinin  ge¢miste
Napolyon ve Hitler 6rneklerinde oldugu gibi agir sonuglar
dogurdugu vurgulanmaktadir. Bu nedenle ABD’nin
Sovyetler Birligine karsi dogrudan askeri gatigmadan
ziyade; ekonomik baskilar, ticaret kisitlamalari, teknolojik
rekabet ve ¢evreleme stratejileri tzerinden hareket
ettigi ifade edilmektedir. Nitekim Sovyetler Birligi'nin
dagilmas: da, bu uzun vadeli stratejik yaklasimin 6nemli
sonuglarindan biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Gintimizde ise benzer bir stratejik yaklasimin China
ekseninde yeniden sekillendigi belirtilmektedir. Ozellikle
Cin’in yiikselen tiretim kapasitesi, kiiresel ticaretteki etkisi
ve enerji-hammadde tedarik zincirleri tizerindeki agirhigs;
ABD’nin yeni dénem stratejik 6ncelikleri arasinda yer
almaktadir. Bu baglamda “Kugsak ve Yol Girigimi” olarak
tanimlanan yeni ticaret koridorlarinin da, kiiresel ekonomik
rekabetin merkezinde bulundugu ifade edilmektedir.
Dogu Akdeniz, Basra Korfezi, Hirmiz Bogazi, Stveys
Kanali ve Hint-Pasifik hattinin; yalnizca bolgesel giivenlik
alanlar1 degil, ayn1 zamanda kiresel enerji arz1 ve ticaret
yollar1 agisindan kritik stratejik gecis noktalar1 oldugu
degerlendirilmektedir. Bu nedenle Dogu Akdeniz'de
yagsanan gelismelerin de, yalnizca bolgesel degil; ABD-
Cin rekabetinin daha genis jeostratejik gercevesi igerisinde
okunmasi gerektigi vurgulanmaktadir.
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organizations such as NATO, CENTO, SEATO,
ANZUS, and similar security arrangements were regarded
as components of a comprehensive geopolitical approach
aimed at limiting the global influence of the Soviet Union.

From this perspective, it is emphasized that direct military
interventions have historically entailed extremely high costs,
particularly in the case of land campaigns against Russia,
which produced devastating consequences as demonstrated
by the experiences of Napoleon and Hitler. For this reason,
it is argued that the United States chose to confront the
Soviet Union not through direct military conflict, but rather
through economic pressure, trade restrictions, technological
competition, and containment strategies. Indeed, the eventual
collapse of the Soviet Union is regarded as one of the most
significant outcomes of this long-term strategic approach.

Today, it is argued that a similar strategic approach is being
reconfigured around China. In particular, China’s expanding
manufacturing capacity, its growing influence in global trade,
and its dominant position within energy and raw material
supply chains have become key strategic priorities for the United
States in the new era. In this context, the new trade corridors
associated with the “Belt and Road Initiative” are also viewed
as being at the very center of global economic competition.
The Eastern Mediterranean, the Persian Gulf, the Strait
of Hormuz, the Suez Canal, and the Indo-Pacific corridor
are regarded not only as regional security zones but also as
critical strategic transit points for global energy supplies and
international trade routes. For this reason, it is emphasized
that developments in the Eastern Mediterranean should not
be viewed solely through a regional lens, but rather within the
broader geostrategic framework of U.S.—China competition.
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Bu c¢ercevede Cyprus ve Dogu Akdenizin, Cini
cevreleme stratejisinin ana ekseninden ziyade tamamlayict
unsurlarindan  biri olarak degerlendirilebilecegi ifade
edilmektedir. Ozellikle enerji koridorlari, deniz ticareti ve
askeri lojistik hatlar1 bakimindan bélgenin artan 6nemi,
kiiresel gii¢ rekabetini daha da goriinir hale getirmektedir.
Donald Trump déneminde ise, ABD’nin Cin’e yonelik
ekonomik yaklagiminda daha korumact bir ¢izginin 6ne
¢iktigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle yiiksek dis ticaret agig1,
sanayi Uretiminin diga kaymasi, istihdam kayiplari ve
Amerikan Uretim sektoriiniin rekabet gliciine iligkin
tartismalar; yeni giimriik politikalarinin temel gerekgeleri
arasinda gosterilmektedir.

Bu noktada 19807i yillarda Japan ile yasanan ticaret
gerilimleri 6nemli bir 6rnek olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
Japon otomotiv sektériiniin - Amerikan  pazarindaki
yiikselisi sonrasinda, Washington yonetiminin Tokyo
tzerinde “gonilli ihracat kisitlamalar1” yoninde bask
kurdugu; béylece serbest ticaret ilkelerini tamamen terk
etmeden i¢ sanayisini korumaya ¢alistig1 ifade edilmektedir.
Benzer bir modelin glinimiizde Cin i¢in de uygulanabilecegi;
ABD'nin yiiksek gtimrtik tarifeleri, teknoloji kisitlamalar1 ve
stratejik yatirim politikalar aracihigiyla Gretimi yeniden kendi
topraklarina ¢ekmeyi hedefledigi degerlendirilmektedir.
Buna karsilk Cin’in ise kiresel tedarik zincirlerini
koruyabilmek adina daha kontrolli ve pragmatik bir yaklagim
benimseyebilecegi ongoriilmektedir.

Tum bu geligmeler, kiiresel sistemin artik yalnizca askeri
glic dengeleriyle degil; enerji giivenligi, teknoloji rekabeti,
Uretim zincirleri, ticaret koridorlari ve ekonomik dayaniklilik
ekseninde yeniden sekillendigini gostermektedir. Bu yeni
dénemde Dogu Akdenizden Hint-Pasifik'e uzanan genis
cografya; yalnizca bolgesel kriz alanlar: degil, ayni zamanda
kiresel glic mimarisinin yeniden inga edildigi stratejik
merkezler olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Within this framework, Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean
may be viewed not as the central pillars of a strategy to contain
China, but rather as complementary components of that
broader strategic approach. In particular, the region’s growing
significance in terms of energy corridors, maritime trade, and
military logistics routes is making global power competition
increasingly visible. During the Donald Trump era, a more
protectionist approach came to the forefront of U.S. economic
policy toward China. In particular, the large trade deficit,
the relocation of industrial production overseas, job losses,
and concerns regarding the competitiveness of the American
manufacturing sector have been cited as key justifications for
the introduction of new tariff policies.

Atthis point, the trade tensions between the United States and
Japan during the 1980s are often cited as a significant example.
Following the rapid rise of the Japanese automotive industry
in the American market, the Washington administration
reportedly pressured Tokyo to adopt “voluntary export
restraints,” thereby seeking to protect domestic industry
without completely abandoning the principles of free
trade. It is argued that a similar model could be applied
to China today, with the United States seeking to bring
production back to its own territory through high tariffs,
technology restrictions, and strategic investment policies.
In contrast, China is expected to adopt a more controlled
and pragmatic approach in order to preserve the resilience

and continuity of global supply chains.

All of these developments demonstrate that the global system is no
longer being shaped solely by military power balances; it is increasingly
being redefined through the dynamics of energy security, technological
competition, production networks, trade corridors, and economic
resilience. In this new era, the vast geography stretching from the
Eastern Mediterranean to the Indo-Pacific is emerging not merely as
a collection of regional crisis zones, but as a series of strategic centers

where the architecture of global power is being reconstructed.
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Tarihe not diismek adina,
miicadelelerinden biri Dogu Akdeniz'de yaganir m1? Ya
da yaganiyor mu?

21. yizylhn kader

Tarihe not dismek gerekirse, 21. ylizyihn en kritik
jeopolitik miicadele alanlarindan birinin Dogu Akdeniz
olacag: yonindeki degerlendirmeler giderek daha gugla
bigimde dile getirilmektedir. Hatta bu miicadelenin belirli
ol¢ide bagladigy; ancak hentiz tam kapasitesiyle ortaya
ctkmadigi, mevcut gelismelerin daha c¢ok biuyik gl
rekabetinin hazirlik ve pozisyon alma siirecini yansittig

ifade edilmektedir.

Bu perspektife gore, kiiresel olgekte yasanabilecek olast
biytik gi¢ catigmalarinin resmi veya gortiniir baglangic
noktalari farkli cografyalarda ortaya cikabilir. Ozellikle
Baltk hatti ve Kaliningrad cevresi, Avrupa givenlik
mimarisi agisindan  kritik bir gerilim alani olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Ancak asil uzun vadeli stratejik
micadelenin Dogu Akdeniz ekseninde yogunlasacag:
ongoriilmektedir.

Bunun temel nedenlerinden biri, Dogu Akdenizin
yalnizca enerji kaynaklari agisindan degil; kiiresel ticaret
yollari, deniz givenligi, askeri erisim hatlar1 ve jeopolitik
gecis koridorlar: bakimindan da son derece stratejik bir
konumda bulunmasidir. Bélgedeki petrol ve dogal gaz
rezervleri, enerji arz givenligi agisindan kiiresel giiclerin
dikkatini ¢ekerken; Suez Canal gibi diinya ticaretinin en
kritik gecis noktalarindan birinin bu jeopolitik havzada yer
almasi, Dogu Akdeniz’i kiiresel rekabetin merkezlerinden
biri haline getirmektedir.

Avrupa’daki giivenlik déntsgimi de bu cercevede dikkat
gekici goriilmektedir. Ozellikle Poland bagta olmak
tzere bircok Avrupa dlkesinin savunma altyapilarim
gugclendirmesi, yeni giivenlik tehdit algilarinin yiikseldigini
gostermektedir. Uzun yillar boyunca sinirli askeri kapasite
politikas: izleyen Germany’nin son dénemde savunma
harcamalarini ciddi dl¢tide artirmast da, Avrupa’nin yeni
bir stratejik doneme girdigi seklinde yorumlanmaktadir.

Bu degerlendirmelere gore, Baltik hattindaki gerilimler
Avrupa guvenligi acisindan 6nemli olsa da; kiresel
gli¢ dengelerinin asil belirleyici rekabet alaninin Dogu
Cunku

Akdeniz; enerji kaynaklarini, deniz ticaret yollarini,

Akdeniz olacagi distinilmektedir. Dogu
Afrika-Orta Dogu-Avrupa baglantilarini ve kuresel
stratejik gecis koridorlarini ayni anda binyesinde
barindiran nadir jeopolitik merkezlerden biri olarak
one ¢ikmaktadir. Dolayisiyla Dogu Akdeniz'de yaganan
gelismeler yalnizca bolgesel anlagmazliklar olarak degil;
21. yizyihn enerji givenligi, kiresel ticaret diizeni, deniz
hékimiyeti ve ¢ok kutuplu diinya sisteminin sekillenmesi
agisindan stratejik bir kader miicadelesinin 6n hazirliklar
olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
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For the record, do you believe that one of the defining
geopolitical struggles of the 21st century will take place
in the Eastern Mediterranean? Orisitalready underway?
If we are to leave a note for history, assessments suggesting
that the Eastern Mediterranean will become one of the most
critical arenas of geopolitical competition in the 21st century
are being voiced with increasing conviction. It is even argued
that this struggle has already begun to a certain extent, although
it has not yet fully manifested itself. Current developments are
seen more as reflecting a period of preparation and strategic
positioning within a broader competition among major powers.

According to this perspective, the formal or visible starting
points of potential great-power conflicts on a global scale
may emerge in different regions of the world. In particular,
the Baltic corridor and the area surrounding Kaliningrad
are regarded as critical zones of tension within Europe’s
security architecture. However, it is anticipated that the
principal long-term strategic struggle will ultimately
concentrate in the Eastern Mediterranean.

One of the primary reasons for this is that the Eastern
Mediterranean occupies an exceptionally strategic position not
only in terms of energy resources, but also with regard to global
trade routes, maritime security, military access corridors, and
geopolitical transit networks. While the region’s oil and natural
gas reserves attract the attention of global powers due to their
significance for energy supply security, the presence of one of the
world’s most critical trade chokepoints the Suez Canal within this
geopolitical basin further reinforces the Eastern Mediterranean’s

role as one of the central arenas of global competition.

'The transformation of Europe’s security landscape is also viewed
as particularly noteworthy within this context. The strengthening
of defense capabilities by many European countries, especially
Poland, reflects the growing perception of new security threats.
Likewise, Germany’s recent decision to significantly increase its
defense spending after decades of pursuing a policy of limited
military capacity is widely interpreted as a sign that Europe has

entered a new strategic era.

According to these assessments, while tensions along the Baltic
corridor remain significant from the perspective of European
security, the Eastern Mediterranean is expected to emerge as the
principal arena of competition shaping global power balances.
'This is because the Eastern Mediterranean stands out as one of
the rare geopolitical centers that simultaneously encompasses
energy resources, maritime trade routes, Africa-Middle East-
Europe connectivity, and critical global strategic transit corridors.
'Therefore, developments in the Eastern Mediterranean should
not be viewed merely as regional disputes. Rather, they are
increasingly regarded as the preliminary stages of a strategic
struggle that will shape the 21st century in terms of energy
security, the global trading order, maritime dominance, and the
evolution of a multipolar international system.
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Tiirkiye bu kader miicadelesinin neresinde olur?

Thirkiye'nin bu kader miicadelesindeki konumu, éncelikle
kendi milli ¢ikarlarini esas alan, dengeli ve stratejik bir
cizgide sekillenmelidir. Tirkiye’nin ilk agamada yapmas:
gereken, gelismeleri sogukkanlilikla degerlendirmek
ve herhangi bir gii¢ blokunun pesine kogulsuz bi¢imde
takilmamaktir. Ancak bugiinin dinyasinda Tirkiye,
Ikinci Diinya Savasi 6ncesindeki konumundan farklidr.
Zira Turkiye, NATO iyesidir ve NATO’nun 5. maddesi
geregince herhangi bir NATO tlkesine yonelik saldir,
ittifakin tamamina yapilmis sayilmaktadir. Bu nedenle
Tirkiye, istemese dahi mevcut uluslararast givenlik
mimarisi igerisinde zaten belirli bir taraflasmanin
parcasidir.
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Where will Tiirkiye stand in this struggle of destiny?
Turkiye’s position in this struggle of destiny should, first and
foremost, be shaped by a balanced and strategic approach
grounded in its national interests. The primary task for
Turkiye is to assess developments with prudence and refrain
from aligning itself unconditionally with any particular power
bloc. However, Tirkiye’s position in today’s world differs
significantly from that of the pre-Second World War era. As
a member of NATO, Tirkiye is part of an alliance in which,
under Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty, an attack
against any member state is considered an attack against the
Alliance as a whole. Consequently, whether it wishes to or
not, Turkiye is already part of a certain degree of alignment
within the existing international security architecture.

www.wald.org.tr

Bu noktada Tiurkiye’'nin izledigi yolun temelinde,
milli savunma kapasitesini gii¢clendirmek yer
almaktadir. Savunma sanayisine verilen Onem,
Turkiye’nin bagimsiz hareket kabiliyetini artiran
en stratejik unsurlardan biridir. Bugiin Tirkiye,
savunma sanayisinde ulastig1 seviye itibariyla bolgesel
olcekte gliclii, kiiresel dlgekte ise dikkate alinan bir
aktor haline gelmistir.

Bunun yaninda Tirkiye’nin i¢ barisini gli¢lendirmesi,
terorle miicadelede kararli bir ¢izgi izlemesive “Terorsiiz
Tirkiye” hedefi dogrultusunda toplumsal bitinligini
tahkim etmesi de son derece 6nemlidir. Cinki dig
politikada gii¢cli olmanin en temel sartlarindan biri,
iceride giivenligi, istikrar1 ve toplumsal dayanigmayi
saglamaktir.

Tirkiye'nin  Avrupa Birligi ile iligkilerinde de ayni
gercekei yaklagimin korunmas: gerekmektedir. Avrupa’nin
Thirkiye’yi uzun yillar boyunca tyelik siirecinde bekletmis
olmasi, Ankara agisindan ciddi bir stratejik tecriibe
olugturmustur. Bu nedenle Tirkiye, herhangi bir kriz
aninda Avrupa’'nin givenlik beklentilerini otomatik olarak
ustlenmek zorunda degildir.

Tirkiye'nin  hareket noktasi, Avrupanin ya da
Amerika'nin beklentileri degil; kendi milli ¢ikarlar
olmalidir. Bu ¢ergevede Tirkiye, gerektiginde Glumrik
Birligi'ni, gerektiginde NATO ic¢indeki konumunu
da kendi milli menfaatleri dogrultusunda yeniden
degerlendirebilecek stratejik olgunluga sahip olmalidir.
Ancak bu tir kararlar aceleyle degil; bolgesel dengeler,
Rusya ile iligkiler, NATO’nun sagladigi guvenlik
semsiyesi ve Turkiye'nin uzun vadeli ¢ikarlari dikkatle
analiz edilerek verilmelidir. Rusya ile iligkilerde de ayn:
akilcr denge gozetilmelidir.

Tirkiye, ne kort koriine Rusya’nin pesine takilmali
ne de kosulsuz bi¢imde Amerika ve Avrupa Birligi
cizgisinde hareket etmelidir. Esas olan, Tirkiye'nin
kendi jeopolitik agirhigini, diplomatik kapasitesini
ve milli ¢ikarlarini merkeze alan bagimsiz bir strateji
gelistirmesidir.

Dolayisiyla Turkiye'nin bu stiregteki temel rold,
bolgesel liderlik kapasitesini giiclendirmek; gelismeleri
sogukkanli bi¢imde izlemek; kimin kazanacagi, kimin
kaybedecegi ve Tirkiye'nin ¢ikarinin nerede oldugu
sorularina gore pozisyon almaktir. Tirkiye i¢cin dogru
olan yaklagim, aceleyle bir cepheye dahil olmak
degil; stratejik akilla, diplomatik esneklikle ve milli
menfaatleri 6nceleyen bir devlet politikasiyla hareket
etmektir.
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At this point, strengthening national defense capabilities lies
at the core of Ttrkiye’s strategic approach. The importance
attached to the defense industry is one of the most critical
factors enhancing Tirkiye’s ability to act independently.
Today, by virtue of the level it has attained in the defense
sector, Tirkiye has become a powerful actor at the regional
level and a country whose capabilities are taken into serious
consideration on the global stage.

In addition, it is of vital importance for Tiirkiye to strengthen
its internal cohesion, maintain a resolute stance in the fight
against terrorism, and reinforce its social unity in line with
the objective of a “T'error-Free Tiirkiye.” One of the most
fundamental prerequisites for exercising strength in foreign
policy is the ability to ensure security, stability, and social
solidarity at home.

'The same realistic approach should also be maintained in
Turkiye’s relations with the European Union. The fact that
Europe kept Tirkiye waiting for many years throughout
the accession process has provided Ankara with a significant
strategic lesson. For this reason, Tirkiye is not obliged to
automatically assume Europe’s security expectations in times
of crisis.

'The guiding principle of Tiirkiye’s actions should not be the
expectations of Europe or the United States, but rather its own
national interests. Within this framework, Turkiye should
possess the strategic maturity to reassess, when necessary,
both the Customs Union and its position within NATO in
accordance with its national interests. However, such decisions
should not be made hastily; rather, they should be taken only
after carefully analyzing regional balances, relations with Russia,
the security umbrella provided by NATO, and Ttirkiye’s long-
term strategic interests. The same rational balance should be
maintained in relations with Russia.

Thrkiye should neither align itself blindly with Russia nor
act unconditionally in line with the policies of the United
States and the European Union. The essential objective is
for Turkiye to develop an independent strategy that places
its own geopolitical weight, diplomatic capacity, and
national interests at the center of decision-making.

'Therefore, Tiirkiye’s principal role in this process should be
to strengthen its capacity for regional leadership, monitor
developments with prudence and composure, and position
itself according to a clear assessment of who stands to gain,
who stands to lose, and where Tiirkiye’s own interests lie.
'The most appropriate course for Tiirkiye is not to hastily
align itself with any particular camp, but to act through
strategic judgment, diplomatic flexibility, and a state policy
that consistently prioritizes national interests.
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KIBRIS’IN YEREL DIPLOMASI VIZYONU

AT THE HEART OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

CYPRUS’ VISION OF LOCAL DIPLOMACY
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AKDENIZ’IN KALBINDE:
KIBRIS’IN YEREL
DiIiPLOMASI

ViZYONU

Mahmut OZGINAR
Guzelyurt Belediye Baskani
Kibris TUrk Belediyeler Birligi Baskani

Bazi cografyalar vardir; biiyiikliikleriyle degil, tasidiklar:
anlamla one cikar. Akdeniz'in ortasinda duran Kibris,
yalmzca haritalarda goriilen bir ada degildir; gecmis ile
gelecek, hafiza ile umut, yerel ile kiiresel arasinda kurulmus
canly bir kopriidiir. Taribin derin izlerini tasiyan bu
cografya, bugiin yeni bir dil konusuyor: Diyalog, is birligi ve
yerel diplomasi.

Kibris Belediyeler Birligi Baskani Mahmut OZCINAR
ile gerceklestirdigimiz bu ozel riportajda, simirlar: asan
belediyecilik anlayisini,  sehirlerin  uluslararas: iliskilerde
tstlendigi yeni rolii ve Akdeniz'in ortak gelecegine dair
yiikselen vizyonu ele aldik.

Ciinkii bazen diplomasinin en giiclii sesi, baskentlerden degil;
insanlarin yasadigi sehirlerden yiikselir. ..

AT THE HEART OF THE

MEDITERRANEAN:
CYPRUS'’ VISION OF
LOCAL DIPLOMACY

Mahmut OZCINAR
Mayor of Gizelyurt Municipality
President of the Union of Cyprus Turkish Municipalities

"There are certain geographies that stand out not because of
their size, but because of the meaning they carry. Situated in
the middle of the Mediterranean, Cyprus is not merely an
island on the map; it is a living bridge connecting past and
future, memory and hope, the local and the global. Bearing the
deep traces of history, this geography is now speaking a new
language: dialogue, cooperation, and local diplomacy.

In this special interview with Mahmut OZCINAR,
President of the Union of Cyprus Turkish Municipalities, we
discussed a municipal governance approach that transcends
borders, the emerging role of cities in international relations,
and arising vision for the shared future of the Mediterranean.

Because sometimes the strongest voice of diplomacy does not
emerge from capitals, but from the cities where people live. ..

Kiiresel olcekte sehirlerin artik yalnizca hizmet
sunan yapilar degil; aym1 zamanda diplomasi,
kalkinma ve toplumsal dayamiklilik merkezleri
haline geldigi bir dénemde, Kibns'taki yerel
yonetimlerin bu doniisiim icerisindeki roliinii nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz?
Bugtinbelediyecilikanlayisiklasikaltyapihizmetlerinin
cok Otesine geemis durumda. Yerel yOnetimler
artik toplumun krizlere karsi dayaniklilhiini artiran,
ekonomik kalkinmay: yoénlendiren ve uluslararas
iligkilerde sehirlerini temsil eden stratejik aktorlerdir.
Kibris gibi tarihsel ve jeopolitik agidan kritik bir
cografyada bu rol daha da 6nemlidir. Bizler yerel
yonetimleri yalnizca hizmet treten kurumlar olarak
degil; halkin refahini kiiresel firsatlarla bulusturan,
yerelden evrensele acilan diplomasi kapilari olarak
goruyoruz.

Kibris Tiirk Belediyeler Birligi olarak, degisen
bolgesel dengeler ve kiiresel kirilmalar kargisinda
yerel yonetimlerin uluslararas1 goriinirlagini
artirmakadinanasilbirvizyon ortayakoyuyorsunuz?
Vizyonumuz; Kibris'taki belediyeleri uluslararas:
platformlarda daha goriinir, daha etkin ve daha giicli
hale getirmektir. Bolgesel is birlikleri, kardes sehir
iligkileri, cevresel dayaniklilik projeleri ve kiltirel
diplomasi araglariyla belediyelerimizin yalnizca yerel
degil, bolgesel oyuncular olmasini hedefliyoruz.
Ozellikle Akdeniz havzasinda siirdirilebilirlik,
turizm, tarim ve genglik politikalari tzerinden
cok tarafli ig birliklerini artirmak onceliklerimiz
arasindadr.
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At a time when cities around the world are becoming
not only service providers but also centers of
diplomacy, development, and social resilience, how
do you assess the role of local governments in Cyprus
within this transformation?

Today, the understanding of municipal governance
has gone far beyond the provision of traditional
infrastructure services. Local governments have become
strategic actors that enhance societal resilience against
crises, guide economic development, and represent
their cities in international relations. In a geography
as historically and geopolitically significant as Cyprus,
this role becomes even more important. We see local
governments not merely as institutions delivering
services, but as gateways of diplomacy that connect the
well-being of citizens with global opportunities and
open pathways from the local to the universal.

As the Union of Cyprus Turkish Municipalities,
what kind of vision do you put forward to increase the
international visibility of local governments in the face
of changing regional dynamics and global disruptions?
Our vision is to make the municipalities of Cyprus
more visible, more active, and stronger on international
platforms. Through regional cooperation, sister-city
partnerships, environmental resilience projects, and
cultural diplomacy initiatives, we aim to position our
municipalities not only as local actors but also as regional
stakeholders. Increasing multilateral cooperation,
particularly in the fields of sustainability, tourism,
agriculture, and youth policies across the Mediterranean
basin, remains among our key priorities.
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UCLG-MEWA iiyeliginin, Kibris Belediyeler
Birligi acisindan uluslararas: is birlikleri, kurumsal
kapasite ve sehir diplomasisi bakimindan nasil bir
katk: sundugunu disiiniiyorsunuz?

UCLG-MEWA yeligi, belediyelerimize sadece
bir temsil alani degil; ayn1 zamanda bilgi paylagimi,
kurumsal gelisim ve uluslararasi aglara erisim firsati
sunmaktadir. Bu yap: sayesinde gehirlerimiz kiiresel
belediyecilik vizyonunu daha yakindan takip ediyor,
iyi uygulama orneklerini adapte ediyor ve kendi
deneyimlerini paylasma imkéni buluyor. Yerel
diplomasiyi giiclendiren bu tiir platformlar, 6zellikle
kiictik 6lgekli sehirler i¢in biiytik firsatlar yaratmaktadur.

Giiniimiizde belediyeler artik yalnizca altyap:r ve
teknik hizmetlerle degil; aym1 zamanda kiiltiir,
ekonomi, cevre ve sosyal politikalar iizerinden de
kiiresel olgekte bir “sehir markasi” olugturuyor.
Sizce Kibris sehirleri bu yeni dénemde nasil bir
konum elde edebilir?

Kibris gehirleri; tarih, kiltir, egitim, tanm ve turizm
ekseninde giiclii bir sehir markas olusturabilecek potansiyele
sahiptir. Bizim gorevimiz bu degerleri ¢agin gereklilikleriyle
butiinlestirmektir. Giizelyurt ozelinde distindiigiimizde,
narenciye, stirdirtilebilir tarim, Gniversite gencligi ve kiiltiirel
mirasimizla 6mek bir “yesil sehir” modeli gelistirebiliriz.
Kibrs sehirleri, Akdeniz'de siirdiirtilebilir yasamun ve kiilttirel
zenginligin merkezi olabilir.
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How do you think UCLG-MEWA membership
contributes to the Union of Cyprus Turkish
Municipalities in terms of international cooperation,
institutional capacity, and city diplomacy?
Membership in  UCLG-MEWA provides our
municipalities not only with a platform for representation
but also with opportunities for knowledge sharing,
institutional development, and access to international
networks. Through this structure, our cities are able to
closely follow global municipal governance trends, adapt
good practices,and share their own experiences. Platforms
that strengthen local diplomacy create significant
opportunities, particularly for smaller-scale cities.

Today, municipalities are creating global “city
brands” not only through infrastructure and
technical services, but also through culture,
economy, environment, and social policies. In your
opinion, what position can the cities of Cyprus
achieve in this new era?

The dities of Cyprus possess the potential to build strong city
brands based on history; culture, education, agriculture, and
tourism. Our responsibility is to integrate these assets with the
requirementsof our time. In the case of Giizelyurt,we can develop
an exemplary “green city” model based on ditrus production,
sustainable agriculture, a vibrant university population, and our
cultural heritage. The cities of Cyprus can become centers of
sustainable living and cultural richness in the Mediterranean.

www.wald.org.tr

Kibris'in sahip oldugu tarihsel, kiiltirel ve
jeopolitik konumun; yerel yonetim vizyonuna nasil
bir sorumluluk yiikledigini diisiinityorsunuz?

Bu cografya bize yalnizca avantaj degil, ayn1 zamanda
sorumluluk da yiklayor. Kibrisin ¢ok katmanh
tarihi ve stratejik konumu; yerel yonetimlerin
barisi, kiiltirel mirasi, cevresel dengeyi ve toplumsal
dayanigmay1 koruma sorumlulugunu artiriyor. Yerel
yonetimler bu mirasi gelecege tagiyan en yakin
kurumlardir.

Giizelyurt 6zelinde baktigimizda; kentin kalkinma
politikalarinda hangi temel 6ncelikleri 6ne
¢ikariyorsunuz? Ozellikle siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma
ve yasam kalitesi ekseninde nasil bir sehir modeli
hedefliyorsunuz?

Giizelyurt icin temel dnceliklerimiz; sirdiralebilir
tarim, altyapt modernizasyonu, geng istihdami,

cevresel koruma ve sosyal yasam kalitesidir.
Hedefimiz; tretken, yesil, dijitallesen ve sosyal
acidan kapsayict bir sehir olugturmaktir. Tarim
ile teknolojiyi bulusturan, yasam kalitesini artiran
ve insan odakli biyliyen bir Guzelyurt modeli

tzerinde caligiyoruz.

Giizelyurt'un sahip oldugu tarimsal iiretim kapasitesi,
geng niifus potansiyeli ve dogal zenginlikleri dikkate
alindiginda; kentin gelecegine iligkin nasil bir
ekonomik déniisiim perspektifi 6n goriiyorsunuz?
Giizelyurtun gelecegi yalnizca geleneksel tarimda degil;
katma degerli tiretim, agro-teknoloji, tarim sanayi, kirsal
turizm ve egitim ekonomisinde yatiyor. Geng niifusumuzu
yeniliki sektorlere entegre ederek, tarimu teknolojiyle
glclendiren bir ekonomik dontgim hedefliyoruz. Bu
sayede Giizelyurt'u sadece Gretim merkezi degil, yenilik¢i
kalkinma merkezi haline getirebiliriz.

www.wald.org.tr

What responsibilities do you believe Cyprus’
historical, cultural, and geopolitical position places
on the vision of local governance?

'This geography provides us not only with advantages
but also with responsibilities. Cyprus’ multilayered
history and strategic location increase the responsibility
of local governments to preserve peace, cultural heritage,
environmental balance, and social solidarity. Local
governments are the institutions closest to citizens and
the most capable of carrying this heritage into the future.

Looking specifically at Giizelyurt, what key
prioritiesdoyouemphasizein the city’sdevelopment
policies? In particular, what kind of city model do
you envision in terms of sustainable development
and quality of life?

Our primary priorities for Guzelyurt are sustainable
agriculture, infrastructure modernization, youth
employment, environmental protection, and quality
of social life. Our goal is to create a productive,
green, digitalized, and socially inclusive city. We are
working on a model of Giizelyurt that brings together
agriculture and technology, improves quality of life,
and grows through a people-centered approach.

Considering Giizelyurt’s agricultural production
capacity, young population potential, and natural
resources, what kind of economic transformation

perspective do you foresee for the city’s future?

"The future of Giizelyurt lies not only in traditional agriculture but
also in value-added production, agri-technology, agro-industry,
rural tourism, and the education economy. By integrating our
young population into innovative sectors, we aim to achieve an
economic transformation that strengthens agriculture through
technology. In this way, we can transform Giizelyurt from

merelya production centerinto a hub of innovative development.
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Yerel kalkinmanin yalmizca ekonomik biiyiime
degil; ayn1 zamanda sosyal uyum, kiiltiirel aidiyet
ve insan odakli yonetisim anlamma geldigi
ifade ediliyor. Bu yaklagim sizin belediyecilik
anlayisimizda nasil bir yer tutuyor?

Bizim i¢in kalkinma; insanin kendini ait hissettigi,
sosyal baglarin giclendigi ve firsat esitliginin
saglandig1 bir yagam alani olusturmaktir. Sosyal
belediyecilik, kiltirel mirasin  korunmasi ve
katilimcr yonetim anlayisi temel yaklagimimizdir.
Ekonomik biiyime ancak toplumsal butiinlikle
anlam kazanir.

It is often stated that local development is not
only about economic growth but also about social
cohesion, cultural belonging, and people-centered
governance. What place does this approach hold in
your understanding of municipal governance?

Forus, development means creating a living environment
where people feel a sense of belonging, social bonds are
strengthened, and equal opportunities are ensured. Social

municipalism, the preservation of cultural heritage, and
participatory governance constitute the foundation of
our approach. Economic growth gains meaning only
when accompanied by social cohesion.

Yerel yonetisim anlayisimiz cercevesinde; vatandag
katilimini, seffafligi ve ortak akil kiiltiriini

giclendirmek adina hangi mekanizmalan
onceliklendiriyorsunuz?
Katilimer  belediyecilik ~ anlayigiyla ~ mahalle

toplantilari, dijital geri bildirim sistemleri, genglik ve
kadin meclisleri gibi yapilar1 6nemsiyoruz. Seffaflik
bizim i¢in giivenin temelidir. Bu nedenle karar alma
sireclerinde halkin dogrudan katkisini artirmay:
hedefliyoruz.

Dijitallesme, yapay zeka ve akilli sehir
uygulamalar1  arttk  yerel  yonetimlerin
giindeminde 6nemli bir yer tutuyor. Giizelyurt
Belediyesi'nin bu déniigiime iligkin hazirliklar
ve hedefleri nelerdir?

Dijital belediyecilik artik bir tercih degil zorunluluktur.
Hizmetlerin ¢evrim i¢i erigilebilirligi, veri temelli
karar alma, akilli altyap: sistemleri ve kaynak
yonetiminde teknolojik dontisim 6nceliklerimiz
arasinda. Giizelyurtu daha verimli, erisilebilir ve
yenilikgi bir sehir yapmay1 amagliyoruz.
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Within your understanding of local governance,
which mechanisms do you prioritize to strengthen
citizen participation, transparency, and a culture of
collective wisdom?

"Through a participatory municipal governance approach, we
place great importance on structures such as neighborhood
meetings, digital feedback systems, and youth and women’s
councils. Transparency is the foundation of trust for us.
Therefore, we aim to increase the direct contribution of
citizens to decision-making processes.

Digitalization, artificial intelligence, and smart
city applications now occupy an important place
on the agenda of local governments. What are the
preparations and goals of Giizelyurt Municipality
regarding this transformation?

Digital municipal governance is no longer a choice but a
necessity. Ensuring the online accessibility of services, data-
driven decision-making, smart infrastructure systems, and
technological transformation in resource management are
among our key priorities. We aim to make Giizelyurt a
more efficient, accessible, and innovative city.

www.wald.org.tr

Iklim degisikligi, su yonetimi ve cevresel
surdiirilebilirlik gibi baghklar, ada kentleri
agisindan ¢ok daha kritik hale geliyor. Bu
cercevede nasil bir ¢cevre ve dayaniklilik politikas:
yiiriitiiyorsunuz?

Adakentlerii¢insu, ¢evre ve iklim dayaniklilig:
hayati 6nemdedir. Bu nedenle su tasarrufu,
yesil alanlarin  artirilmasi, yenilenebilir

enerjiye yo6nelim ve siurdirtlebilir atik
yonetimi temel politikalarimiz arasindadir.
Gelecek nesillere daha direngli bir Guzelyurt
birakmak istiyoruz.

Boélgesel gerilimlerin ve kiiresel kirilganliklarin
arttig1 bir dénemde, sizce yerel yonetimlerin
toplumsal barisin, dayanigmanin ve ortak
yasam kiiltiiriiniin korunmasindaki en stratejik
rolii nedir?

Yerel yonetimler halkin en yakinindaki kurumlardir
ve toplumsal giivenin ingasinda kritik rol oynarlar.
Belediyeler; farkliliklari bir arada tutan, sosyal
dayanigsmayi gliclendiren ve ortak yasam kiltiriini

besleyen yapilardir.

Ozellikle kriz doénemlerinde yerel yonetimlerin
kapsayici, adil ve birlestirici olmas: toplumsal barig
acisindan stratejik 6nemdedir. Bizler belediyeciligi
yalnizca hizmet degil; ayni zamanda toplumsal
huzurun teminati olarak gériiyoruz.

www.wald.org.tr

Issues such as climate change, water management,
and environmental sustainability are becoming
increasingly critical for island cities. Within this
framework, what kind of environmental and
resilience policy are you pursuing?

For island cities, water security, environmental
protection, and climate resilience are of vital
importance. Therefore, water conservation, the
expansion of green spaces, the transition to renewable
energy, and sustainable waste management are among
our core policies. We aspire to leave a more resilient
Giizelyurt to future generations.

At a time when regional tensions and global
vulnerabilities are increasing, what do you believe
is the most strategic role of local governments in
preserving social peace, solidarity, and a culture of
coexistence?

Local governments are the institutions closest to the
people and play a critical role in building social trust.
Municipalities are structures that bring different
groups together, strengthen social solidarity, and
nurture a culture of coexistence.

Especially during times of crisis, the inclusive, fair,
and unifying role of local governments is of strategic
importance for social peace. We view municipal
governance not merely as service delivery, but also as
a guarantee of social harmony and public well-being.
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TURKIYE’NIN YENI GUVENLIK PARADIGMASI...

TURKIYE’S NEW SECURITY PARADIGM...

TURKIYE’NIN
YENi GUVENLIK

PARADIGMASI...

Girkan ZENGIN
Gazeteci - Yazar

Kiiresel sistemin savagslar, enerji rekabeti, gog
hareketleri ve ¢ok boyutlu guvenlik krizleriyle
yeniden sekillendigi bir donemde; iilkelerin
glicti yalmzca ekonomik ve askeri kapasiteleriyle
degil, istikrar dretebilme kabiliyetleriyle de
olgiiliiyor.

Tiirkiye ise sahip oldugu stratejik konum,
gugcli devlet gelenegi ve ok yonlii dis politika
yaklasimyla bolgesel gelismelerin merkezinde yer
alirken, kamuoyunda giderek daha faz[a karsilik
bulan “Terorsiiz Tiirkiye” vizyonu da giivenlik
eksenli  bir  yaklasimin  otesinde;  kalkinma,
toplumsal biitiinlesme wve bilgesel entegrasyonu

kapsayan yeni bir perspektif sunuyor.

WALD Newsletterin bu dzel sayisinda,
deneyimli  gazeteci Giirkan ZENGIN ile
Tiirkiye'nin  degisen jeopolitik  konumunu,
bolgeselistikrar tiretme kapasitesini ve “Ierorsiz
Tiirkiye” vizyonunun wulusal wve uluslararas

TURKIYE’S NEW
SECURITY
PARADIGM

Girkan ZENGIN
Journalist - Writer

At a time when the global system is being
reshaped by wars, energy competition, migration
movements, and multidimensional security
crises, the strength of nations is measured not
only by their economic and military capacities

but also by their ability to generate stability.

Ttirkiye, withitsstrategiclocation, strongstatetradition,
and multidimensional fareign policy approach, stands
at the center of regional developments. At the same
time, the vision of a “I error-Free Tlirkiye,” which has
been gaining increasing resonance among the public,
offers a new perspective that extends beyond a security-
oriented approach to encompass development, social

integration, and regional cooperation.

In this special edition of WALD Newsletter, we
spoke with veteran journalist Giirkan ZEN GIN
about Tiirkiye’s evolving geopolitical position,
its capacity to generate regional stability, and
the national and international implications of

Kiiresel sistemin ¢ok boyutlu krizlerle yeniden
sekillendigi bir donemde; “Terérsiz Tirkiye”
vizyonunu yalmzca bir giivenlik yaklagimi olarak
m1 degerlendirmek gerekir, yoksa Tiirkiye'nin yeni
donemdeki jeopolitik konumlanmasinin stratejik bir
pargasi olarak m1 okumaliy1z?

Elbette birincisi; Terér sorunu Tirkiye'nin ayaklarina
vurulmus bir prangaydi. Tirkiye'nin manevra alanlar
on yillarca terér tzerinden daraltildi. Hinterlands ile
yakin cevresiyle ya da tarihi cografyas: da diyebiliriz
bulusmasinin 6ntine terér engeli konuldu. Terér
sorunu iki olumsuz etki daha yapiyordu: Ulkenin i¢
cephesini zayiflatiyor ve ekonomik yapisini sarsiyordu.
Tirkiye’nin ‘bolge usti’ glic olmasini bu cografyada
cok az aktdr arzular. Dolayisiyla teror, Tirkiye’nin
cevresiyle iligkilerini de zehirliyor, bu anlamda gift
yonli ama her ikisi de Turkiye'nin aleyhine ¢alisan bir
etki yapiyordu.

Tirkiye, yiiksek teknolojiye dayali bir askeri kapasiteye
eristikten sonra ‘dagdaki PKK wvarligi'mi sifirlama
Tirkiye icinde PKK kaynakli

guvenlik sorunu bu sayede neredeyse sifirlanabildi.

imkanina kavustu.

Orgiit  varhgini  ancak sinirétesinde  gosterebilir
hale getirildi. O alanda da son yillardaki dis politika
performansiyla fazla bir manevra sahasi kalmadi.
“Terorsiz Turkiye” diye bilinen yeni siire¢ bu uygun
konjonktiriin bir firsata ¢evrilerek terérden ilkeyi
tamamen kurtarma hamlesidir.

Bundan o6nce de son derece uygun konjonktirler
yakalanmisti, ama konjonktir zaten gecici bir zaman
araligidir, degisir. Orgiit o donemlerde de baris arayisina
once olumlu yaklagti, konjonktiriin kendi lehinde
degistigini gordigi an stiregleri berhava etmekten
cekinmedi.

Bu son terdrsiiz Tirkiye stirecinde 6nemli mesafeler
alindi, hatta en ileri agsamaya bu dénemde varildig:
da soylenebilir. Ancak devletin de orgiitiin de - buna
Ocalan’t da dahil ederek séyliiyorum- bir gozii yine
konjonktiirdedir.

Eger bagarili olur da 6rgit kendisini tasfiye ederse bu
durum hem i¢ cephenin muhkem hale getirilmesi, hem
ekonomik agidan buyiik bir yikten kurtulmak hem de
orgutin artik rakip aktorlerin elinden ¢ikmasi agilarindan

Turkiye'ye biylik imkanlar saglar.

Anadolu'nun  ¢ocuklarinin  Anadolu  halkina  kargt
kullanilmas: sona eriyor demektir. Teror sorununu ¢6zmiis,
agmis bir Turkiye’'nin 6ntiinde kendi cografyasinda biiyiik
imkanlar vardir. Bolgesiyle biitinlesmenin 6ntindeki en
onemli engel kalkmig demektir. Bu durum Turkiye’'nin
niiftz alanlarini son yiizyillda olmadig: kadar genisletecek

In a period when the global system is being reshaped
by multidimensional crises, should the “Terror-
Free Tiirkiye” vision be regarded merely as a security
approach, or should it be understood as a strategic
component of Tiirkiye’s geopolitical positioning in the
new era?

Certainly, it is the latter. Terrorism was a shackle placed around
Turkiye’s ankles. For decades, Ttrkiye’s room for maneuver was
restricted through terrorism. A barrier of terrorism was erected
to prevent Turkiye from reconnecting with its hinterland, its
immediate neighborhood, and what we may call its historical
geography. 'The terrorism problem produced two additional
negative effects: it weakened the country’s internal cohesion
and undermined its economic structure. Very few actors in this
geography desire Tiirkiye to become a supra-regional power.
'Therefore, terrorism not only poisoned Turkiye’s relations
with its surroundings but also generated a dual impact, both
dimensions working against Tiirkiye’s interests.

After achieving a military capacity based on high technology,
Turkiye gained the ability to eliminate the PKK’s presence in
the mountains. As a result, the security threat originating from
the PKK within Turkiye has been reduced almost to zero.
'The organization has been pushed to operate only beyond the
country’s borders. In that sphere as well, recent foreign policy
successes have significantly limited its room for maneuver. The
new process known as “Terror-Free Tiirkiye” is an effort to
turn this favorable geopolitical conjuncture into an opportunity
and to completely free the country from terrorism.

Previously, similarly favorable circumstances had emerged.
However, circumstances are by nature temporary and
subject to change. During those periods, the organization
initially responded positively to peace initiatives but did
not hesitate to abandon the process as soon as it perceived
the changing environment to be working in its favor.

Significant progress has been achieved in this latest Terror-Free
Tiirkiye process, and it can even be argued that the most advanced
stage has been reached during this period. Nevertheless, both the
state and the organization and I include Ocalan in this assessment
continue to keep one eye on the changing geopolitical environment.

If the process succeeds and the organization ultimately
dissolves itself, Ttrkiye will gain substantial opportunities.
It will strengthen its internal front, free itself from a major
economic burden, and prevent rival actors from using the
organization as a tool.

It would mean an end to the use of Anatolia’s children
against the people of Anatolia. A Tirkiye that has overcome
the terrorism problem would have enormous opportunities
within its own geography. The greatest obstacle to
integration with its region would have been removed. Such
a development would expand Tirkiye’s sphere of influence
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Terorle miicadelenin yalnizca askeri degil; ekonomik
kalkinma, toplumsal uyum, genglik politikalar1 ve
sosyal dayaniklilik boyutlariyla birlikte ele alinmasi
gerektigi yoniinde giiclii bir yaklasim one g¢ikiyor.
Sizce Tiirkiye bu ¢ok katmanli déniigiim siirecini nasil
yonetiyor?

Terérle miicadele cokboyutlubir faaliyet. Askeriboyutun
otesinde siyasi, hukuki, ekonomik, sosyal boyutlar1 var.
Son yillarda boélgesel hatta kiiresel boyutlar kazand:.
Ancak Ortadogu’da, yani bizim de bir bolimiiyle i¢inde
bulundugumuz cografyanin bir gercegi var: askeri
alanda kesin bir tstinlik kuramadiginiz siirece oteki
boyutlarda ilerleme kaydetmeniz ya mimkiin olmuyor
ya da ¢ok sinirli kaliyor.  Tirkiye’'nin bagardigi sey
budur. Yani bu asama gegilebildi. Turkiye i¢inde ter6r
sifirlanabildi. Suriye - Irak alaninda da ¢ok 6nemli
mesafeler alindi. Terorstiz Tiurkiye bu sayede devreye
sokulabildi zaten.

Ancak yukarida belirttigim gibi Tirkiye hentiz 6rgiitin
tamamen silahsizlandirilmas: agamasini tamamlayabilmis
degil. Gidisat oraya dogru...Bu anlamda timitli olabiliriz.
Buralara da varnldiginda yukarida séziinid ettiginiz
ekonomik kalkinma, toplumsal uyum, genglik politikalar:

son derece etkin sekilde devreye girecektir.

Gazze, Ukrayna, enerji giivenligi ve diizensiz go¢ gibi
kiiresel bagliklarin ayn1 anda giindemde oldugu mevcut
uluslararas1 atmosferde; Tirkiye’nin istikrar iiretme
kapasitesi bolgesel 6l¢ekte nasil bir anlam tagiyor?
Tirkiye, diinya ana karasinda kuzey-giiney ve dogu-
bat1 gegislerinde merkezi konumdadir. Tirkiye icinde
en uzun ic¢ hat seferi Istanbul - Van arasidir, bin 300
kilometrelik bir mesafe.
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There is a growing argument that combating terrorism
should be addressed not only through military means
but also through economic development, social
cohesion, youth policies, and social resilience. In your
view, how is Tiirkiye managing this multidimensional
transformation process?

Counterterrorism is a multidimensional undertaking. Beyond
its military dimension, it also has political, legal, economic, and
social aspects. In recent years, it has even acquired regional and
global dimensions. However, there is a reality in the Middle
East—the geography of which we ourselves are a part: unless
you establish clear superiority in the military domain, progress
in the other dimensions is either impossible or extremely
limited. This is precisely what Ttrkiye has achieved. In other
words, that stage has been overcome. Terrorism within Tiirkiye
has largely been eliminated. Significant progress has also been
made in Syria and Iraq. It is thanks to these achievements that
the Terror-Free Ttirkiye initiative could be launched.

However, as I noted earlier, Ttrkiye has not yet completed
the stage of fully disarming the organization. The trajectory
is moving in that direction, and there is reason for optimism.
Once that point is reached, the dimensions you referred to
economic development, social cohesion, and youth policies
will be able to operate much more effectively.

In the current international climate, where issues such as
Gaza, Ukraine, energy security, and irregular migration
dominate the agenda simultaneously, what does Tiirkiye’s
capacity to generate stability mean at the regional level?
Tiurkiye occupies a central position at the crossroads of north-
south and east-west routes across the Eurasian landmass. The
longest domestic flight within Tiirkiye is between Istanbul
and Van, a distance of approximately 1,300 kilometers.

www.wald.org.tr

Bakin Istanbul cikish olarak bu i¢ hat seferinden daha
kisa bir mesafede ugarak dinyada ¢ ayr: kitaya ve bu
kitalardaki 17 ayri tlkeye erisebilirsiniz. Bu durum
fiziki 6l¢tlerde Turkiye’'nin merkezi roliint gosterir. Bu
merkez tlkenin etrafinda neler oluyor bir bakalim...

Kuzeyinde savag (Ukrayna), giineyinde savas (Suriye-
Gazze) dogusunda yine savas. ( Iran-Israil-Amerika /
Ermeni-Azeri) olan bir iilke. Bu merkez iilke biitiin bu
sicak catisma bolgelerinin ortasinda bir istikrar adasi.
Bitiin gevresi ¢catisma ve istikrarsizlik tretirken Anadolu
yarimadast  bilhassa glneyindeki ve dogusundaki
savaglarin olumsuz etkilerini kompanse ediyor, bu
anlamda sadece bolgesel degil Avrupa ozelinde kitasal
guvenlik de Gretiyor.

AB ‘nin bundan 6nceki Dis Iliskiler ve Giivenlik Politikas
Yiiksek Komiseri Joseph Borrell'in bir konusmasinda
soyledigi suydu:

“Avrupa’nin givenligi iki tlkeyle kurulacak dogru iliskiye
baglidir. O ilkeler Rusya ve Turkiye’dir.”

Bu, 6yle durup dururken sdylenmis bir soz degildir.
Ama gelin gorin ki, Avrupa'daki stratejik korlik ve
zihinlerindeki tarihi bagajlar Tirkiye ile o ‘dogru iligkiyi’
kurmalarina imkan vermiyor. Bu imkani kullanamadiklar:
i¢in stratejik giivenlik kaygilar: yasamaya devam ediyorlar.

Savunma sanayii, enerji koridorlar, lojistik aglar ve
bolgesel baglantisallik alanlarinda yiikselen Tirkiye
profilidiigiiniildigiinde; “Terérsiiz Tiirkiye”vizyonunun
kiiresel ekonomi ve jeopolitik dengeler agisindan
tagidigs stratejik 6nemi nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?
Turkiye’'nin  yukarida belirttigimiz =~ “istikrar adast”
durumu sadece kendisi i¢in degil, ¢evresindeki biitiin
yakin havzalar i¢in de hayati 6nemdedir. Distinin bir
kere, Avrupa’min guvenligi Turkiye’siz distnilemez.
Tirkiye'nin de butin bu sorunlarin 6teki bolgelere
kolayca aktarildig: bir tilke oldugunu bir an tasavvur edin.
Boyle bir durum birinci derecede Avrupa icin biyik bir
guvenlik sorundur, basedemeyecekleri kadar buyik bir
guvenlik sorunudur. Bunu gayet iyi biliyorlar. Joseph
Borrell'in “Avrupa’nin giivenligi iki tlkeyle kurulacak
dogru iliskiye baglidir” derken, saydig: iki tilkeden birinin
Thrkiye olmas: bosuna degil.

Uzun yillar giivenlik eksenli giindemlerle anilan Dogu
ve Giineydogu Anadolu’da bugiin kalkinma, yatirim,
iiretim ve bolgesel entegrasyon bagliklarinin daha giiclii
konuguldugu goriilityor. Sizce bu déniisiim kalict bir
paradigma degisimine mi isaret ediyor?

Once sunu belirtmek isterim: ‘Efendim giivenlik
eksenli politikalarla bu sorun ¢oziilemez’ seklinde bir
yaklagim var. Bunu eksik, hatta yaniltict g6riiyorum.
Dogrudur, guvenlik meselenin bir biitin olarak
¢6ziilmesinde tek basina yeterli olmaz, ama giivenlik
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Yet from Istanbul, within a shorter distance than that domestic
route, one can reach three different continents and seventeen
different countries. This alone demonstrates Tiirkiye’s central
role in physical and geographical terms. Now let us consider
what is happening around this central country.

To its north, there is war (Ukraine). To its south, there is war
(Syria and Gaza). To its east, there are also conflicts (Iran—
Israel-United States and Armenia—Azerbaijan). Tirkiye
stands as an island of stability amid all these active conflict
zones. While instability and conflict are generated throughout
its surroundings, the Anatolian peninsula mitigates the
adverse consequences of the wars to its south and east. In this
sense, Turkiye produces not only regional stability but also
continental security, particularly for Europe.

Former High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell, once
remarked:

“Europe’s security depends on establishing the right
relationship with two countries: Russia and Turkiye.”
'This was not a statement made lightly. Yet Europe’s strategic
blindness and the historical baggage it carries prevent it from
establishing that “right relationship” with Ttrkiye. Because
they have failed to take advantage of this opportunity, they
continue to experience strategic security concerns.

Considering Tirkiye’s rising profile in defense
industries, energy corridors, logistics networks, and
regional connectivity, how do you evaluate the strategic
importance of the “Terror-Free Tiirkiye” vision in terms
of the global economy and geopolitical balances?

The status of Turkiye as an “island of stability,” which I
mentioned earlier, is of vital importance not only for itself but
also for all surrounding regions. Consider this: Europe’s security
cannot be conceived without Ttrkiye. Now imagine, even for
a moment, that Turkiye became a country through which
all these regional crises could easily spread to other regions.
Such a scenario would represent a major security challenge for
Europe—indeed, one far beyond Europe’s capacity to manage.
European leaders understand this very well. When Josep
Borrell stated that “Europe’s security depends on establishing
the right relationship with two countries,” it was no coincidence
that Turkiye was one of the two countries he named.

For many years, Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia were
associated primarily with security concerns. Today, however,
discussions increasingly focus on development, investment,
production, and regional integration. Do you see this
transformation as evidence of a permanent paradigm shift?

First, I would like to address a common argument: “There is
a view that security-oriented policies alone cannot solve this
problem.” I consider this perspective incomplete and, in some
respects, misleading. It is true that security alone is not sufhicient
to resolve the issue in its entirety. However, without security,
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temin edilmeden hic¢bir sey de yapilamaz. Giivenlik
her seyin bagidir. Once giivenlik olacak. Zaten bu
saglanabildigi i¢in son doénemde oteki asamalara

gecilebilildi veya gecilebiliyor.

Sorunun en aci yonlerini oradaki insanlar yagadi.
Oteki bolgeler daha c¢ok ekonomik ve sosyal
boyutlariyla yasadi. Ama Dogu ve Giineydogu’daki
insanimiz can korkusuyla yagadi biitiin o uzun terér
yillarini. Olagantstd hal uygulamalar: uzun yillar
surdi. Bolge halki 6rgiit baskisiyla devlet giict
arasinda sikigt1. Orgiit o insanlarin ¢ocuklarini alip
daga gotiirdi. Bununla da sinirli kalmads gektikleri
sikintilar, sehirlerin ekonomik hayati durdu, yol
glvenilgi kalmadi, koéylerin bosaltilmasi, yayla
yasaklariya koyliler perisan oldu. Dogu’daki bu
sorun butin yansimalariyla batidaki sehirlere de
tasindi.

Giiniimiizde sehirlerin yalnizca yerel hizmet sunan
yapilar degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal dayaniklilik ve
sosyal uyum iireten stratejik aktorler haline geldigi
ifade ediliyor. Yerel yonetimlerin “Terorsiiz Turkiye”
vizyonundaki roliinii nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?
Terorsuz Turkiye ile belediyeler arasindaki baga
ge¢meden once hazir yerel yonetimlerle ilgili bir
platformu bulmusken i¢imde bir ukde olan bir
durumu paylagsmak isterim. Sehircilik, Ttrkiye’nin
yaralarindan biridir. Konunun uzmani veya konuyu
yakindan takip eden bir gazeteci degilim, ama
sehirlerimizin hali ortada. Planlama hayatin biyik
bir zorunlulugu ama maalesef bizde vatandas
da merkezi ve yerel yoneticiler de planlama
kavramindan nasipsiz. Amerikalilarin bir s6zi var:
“Planlama her seydir. Tek bir plan ise hi¢bir seydir”
derler. Bizim ydneticilerimiz “planlama” yapmuyor,
“plan” yapiyor. Sonuglarini da goriyoruz. Benim
memleketim Trabzon da dahil olmak tzere bir
Gaziantep, vaktiyle ‘yesil’ olan bir Bursa, bir
Diyarbakir gibi kadim sehirlerin haline bakar
misiniz!... Bizim gibi medeniyet kurmusg bir milletin
¢ocuklari i¢in utang verici manzaralar. Higbir seyi
planlayamadigimiz gibi en 6nemli yasam alanimiz
sehirlerimizi de planlayamadik, biz sehirlerimizde
yasamiyoruz, sadece nefes alip veriyoruz. Onu da ne
kadar yapabilirsek. Kimse kusura bakmasin, yesile
bu kadar hadi disman demeyelim ama mesafeli
duran bir akilla yiriyemeyiz. Geri kalmis tlkelere
gidiyorsunuz, her yer yesil, sanayi memleketlerine
gidiyorsunuz oralar da 6yle. Kanaatim odur ki,
siyaset bu yesil alan iginde Tiurkiye’ye hizmet
etmemistir, darbe vurmustur. Terérsiz Tiurkiye
boyutuna gelince...

Belediyeler malimunuz halkin kamu otoritesiyle veya
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nothing else can be achieved. Security is the foundation of
everything. First, security must be established. The reason we
have been able to move to the next stages in recent years is
precisely because this prerequisite has been fulfilled.

The people who experienced the harshest consequences of the
problem were those living in the region itself. Other parts of the
country felt its economic and social effects, but the people of Eastern
and Southeastern Anatolia lived for decades under the fear of
violence. States of emergency remained in force for many years. Local
communities were caught between the pressure of the organization
and the authority of the state. The organization recruited young people
and took them into the mountains. Nor did their hardships end there.
Economic life in the cities stagnated. Road security disappeared. The
evacuation of villages and restrictions on access to highland pastures
caused immense hardship for rural populations. The consequences of
this problem were not confined to the East; they spread throughout
the country and affected western cities as well.

Itis often stated that cities today are not merely providers
of local services but have also become strategic actors
that foster social resilience and social cohesion. How
do you evaluate the role of local governments within the
“Terror-Free Tirkiye” vision?

Before addressing the relationship between a Terror-Free
Tiirkiye and municipalities, I would like to share a concern that
has long remained with me, particularly since we are discussing
local governments. Urban planning is one of Tiirkiye’s unresolved
challenges. I am neither an urban planning expert nor a journalist
who specializes in this field, but the condition of our cities is evident.
Planning is an essential requirement of life. Unfortunately, both
citizens and public officials whether at the central or local level
have often failed to fully embrace the culture of planning. There
is an American saying: “Planning is everything. A single plan is
nothing.” Our administrators often produce “plans,” but they do
not truly engage in “planning.” The results are visible before us. Just
look at the condition of our historic cities Gaziantep, Bursa, once
renowned for its greenery, Diyarbakur, and even my hometown
of Trabzon. For the descendants of a civilization-building nation,
these are painful and, frankly, embarrassing sights. Just as we have
tailed to plan many aspects of our development, we have also failed
to properly plan our cities the most important spaces of our daily
lives. We do not truly live in our cities; we merely survive within
them. And even that is becoming increasingly difficult. Without
offending anyone, I must say that we cannot move forward with
a mindset that is, if not hostile, then certainly distant toward
green spaces. You visit developing countries and see greenery
everywhere. You visit industrialized countries and find the same.
In my opinion, politics has not served Ttirkiye well in this regard;
rather, it has often hindered progress. As for the Terror-Free
Tiirkiye dimension, municipalities are, as we know, the first and
perhaps most important point of contact between citizens and
public authority or politics.

In this sphere, two concepts stand out: representation and
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siyasetle yiizylize geldigi ilk belki en 6nemli alan. Burada
“temsil” ve “hizmet” one ¢ikiyor. Tirkiye'nin ‘Kirt
sorununu ¢oziim sirecinde belediyeler temsil alaninda
ilk ve en 6nemli adimlarin atildig yerler oldu. Temsil
kanallarinin agilis stirecinin mahalli idarelerle bagladigini
soyleyebiliriz. Bu ¢ok 6nemliydi... Maalesef bu imkanin
dogru degerlendirildigini séyleyemeyecegim. Isin temsil
boyutunun gecilmesinden sonra ‘hizmet’ agamasinda
son derece basarisiz bir performans gordik. Bolge
halki bu siyasi hareketin belelediyelerinden arzuladig:
olgtlerde hizmet alamadi, makamin siyasi amaglarla
istismar edildigini, hatta yer yer belediye kaynaklarinin
orgite aktarildigini goérdiik. Kayyim uygulamalari da
boyle basladi. Sorun ¢6ziim yoluna girdik¢e bu alanda da
ayaklarin suya erecegini, bolge halkinin hem temsil hem de
hizmet alaninda daha tatminkar imkanlara kavusacagini
distiniyorum.

Uzun yillardir Tiirkiye’nin siyasi ve bolgesel doniigiim
siireclerini yakindan takip eden bir gazeteci olarak;
mevcut donemde sizi en fazla umutlandiran gelisme
nedir? Buna karsilik, dikkatle yonetilmesi gerektigini
diisiindigiiniiz temel risk alanlarini nasil okumak
gerekiyor?

Benim umutlandiran gsey basta gengler olmak tizere
insamimizin ézgliven sorununu asmis olmasidir. Oteki
tlkelere bir ‘agagilik kompleksi’ ile bakmiyoruz artik.
Ben Tirkiyeye, tilkenin i¢ ve dig siyasetine hep tarihsel
perspektiften bakarim. Hani derler ya, tarih bir dikiz

service delivery. During Tirkiye’s efforts to address what has
been called the “Kurdish issue,” municipalities became the first
and most important venues where representation channels
were opened. One could even say that the process of expanding
political representation began through local administrations.
'This was extremely important. Unfortunately, I cannot say that
this opportunity was utilized properly. After the representation
dimension was established, the service delivery dimension proved
highly disappointing. The people of the region did not receive
the quality of municipal services they expected from this political
movement’s municipalities. Instead, many witnessed public offices
being used for political purposes and, in some cases, municipal
resources allegedly being diverted to support the organization. The
appointment of trustees (kayyim) emerged within this context. As
the broader issue moves closer to resolution, I believe people in the
region will gain access to more satisfactory opportunities in both
representation and public service delivery.

As a journalist who has closely followed Tiirkiye’s
political and regional transformation processes
for many years, what development gives you the
greatest hope today? Conversely, how should we
understand the principal risk areas that require
careful management?

What gives me hope is that our people especially our
younger generations have largely overcome their crisis of self-
confidence. We no longer look at other countries through a
lens of inferiority. I have always viewed Thirkiye, its domestic
politics, and its foreign policy through a historical perspective.
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aynasidir. Zaman zaman oraya géz atmadan saglikli,
kazasiz belasiz ilerlemeniz mimkin olmaz. Tirkiye,
Cumbhuriyetin ilan edildigi yillarda nifusu 13 milyon.
Bu nifusun yiizde 90'indan fazlasi kéylerde yasiyor,
savaslarda eridigi icin erkek nifusun neredeyse eridigi bir
ilke. Cumbhuriyeti kuranlar neredeyse sifirdan bagladilar
desek yeridir. Cumbhuriyetin ilk yuzyili geride kaldiginda
ise Tirkiye dinyanin ilk 20 tlkesinden biridir. Bazi
kategorilerde ilk ondadir. Cok daha rasyonel bir yonetimle
¢ok daha iyi bir noktada da olabilirdik. Bu da gelecek
kusaklarin tizerindeki bir sorumluluktur.

Turkiye buglin ‘bolgesel gii¢’ kimliginin otesine
gecmekte olan fiilen “bdlge usti” bir glctir. Ulus devlet
kimligi yerlesmis, i¢ barigini temin ¢oktan temin etmis,
treten bir ekonomidir. Petrol ve dogal gaz gibi fosil
kaynaklara sahip olmadig: halde insan yetistirmis, kendi
glicli Gizerinden treten bir ekonomiyi kurabilmigtir. O
sebeple diyorum, son yillarda o6zellikle 6nemsedigim
sey, insanlarimizda yikselen ve derinlesen Ozgiiven
hali. Bunu siyasetin giinlik hayhuyundan, gindelik
polemiklerinden veya su parti bu parti tartigmalarindan
bagimsiz olarak soyliyorum. Milletin hicbir kesiminde
bir asagilik kompleksi yok artik. Uzun yillar Bati
karsisinda nasil diyeyim bir eziklik hali vards, artik yok.

Bunun agilmis oldugunu goriiyorum.

Thrkiye’nin kiresel 6lgekte yiikselen kurumlari, sirketleri,
Size bir 6rnek vereyim. ASELSAN’da
bugiin 10 bin mithendis ¢alisiyor. 2025 senesinde ilk kez

insanlar1 var.

net pozitif beyin gocti oldu. Avrupa’da ve Amerika’da
caligmakta olan bin 500 miihendis Turkiye'ye doniip
ASELSAN’da ¢alismak i¢in bagvurdu.

Bunlarin
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As the saying goes, history is a rear-view mirror. Without
occasionally looking into that mirror, it is impossible to move
forward safely and wisely. When the Republic was founded,
Turkiye had a population of approximately 13 million
people. More than 90 percent lived in villages. The country
had been exhausted by successive wars, and much of its male
population had been lost. It would not be an exaggeration
to say that the founders of the Republic started almost from
zero. Yet by the end of its first century, Tiirkiye had become
one of the world’s twenty largest countries and ranked among
the top ten in certain categories.

Today, Tiirkiye has moved beyond the identity of a regional
power and has effectively become a supra-regional power. It
is a nation-state with an established identity, a country that
has long secured its internal peace, and an economy capable
of producing and competing. Despite lacking major fossil fuel
resources such as oil and natural gas, Tiirkiye has invested in
human capital and built a productive economy based on its
own capabilities. That is why I place particular importance on
the growing and deepening self-confidence of our people. I say
this independently of daily political debates, partisan disputes,
or short-term controversies. There is no longer a widespread
inferiority complex within any segment of society. For many
years, there was a sense of inadequacy when compared with the
West. Today, I no longer observe that sentiment.

Turkiye now has institutions, companies, and individuals
that are achieving global success. Let me offer one example.
Today, ASELSAN employs approximately 10,000 engineers.
In 2025, Tirkiye experienced a positive net brain gain for the
first time. Around 1,500 engineers working in Europe and the
United States applied to return and work at ASELSAN. Of
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icinden ASELSAN 137’sini segerek ige baglatti. Belki
daha onemli bir bilgi su: “Avrupa’da ayni sektorde
calisan rakip sirketlerin personelinde yas ortalamasi
50, ASELSAN’in 33. Bu hayati bir veridir, bu alanda
Tirkiye'nin geleceginin ne kadar parlak oldugunu
gosteriyor. Kiresel alanda yiiksek performans gosteren
daha pek cok sirketi var Tturkiye'nin.

Siyaset ayak bag1 olmayip 6n agici oldugunda Thrkiye’yi
tutmak miimkin olmuyor. Bunu diinya da goriyor.
Bana bugin hiikimeti elestir deseniz sayfalar dolusu
elestirecek malzemem var, muhalefeti de ayn: sekilde.
Ama iktidar muhalefet, devlet, millet, ekonomi,
dig siyasete bir bitin olarak ilke performansina
bakilmalidir. Velhasil giindelik siyaset ve politikalardan
bagimsiz olarak séylenecek biyik hakikat gsudur:
Tirkiye, tarihi arka planiyla niifus yapisiyla, ekonomik
dinamizmiyle enerjisi ytiksek bir tilkedir. Risk alani nedir
diye sordunuz. Ben “risk alani” olarak gérmiyorum,
ama eksik gordigim, yanlis buldugum, “i¢ cepheyi”
zayiflatan bir faktor olarak goérdigim bir konu var:
Yakin tarihe bakigimizdaki derin farkliliklar. Tarihi,
ideolojik duruslarin bir tahkim araci olarak kullanmak,
bunu da tarihi ¢arpitarak yapmak, daha vahimi bunu
bile bile yapmak, iste bu ¢ok tehlikelidir. Turkiye bu
hastaliktan kurtulmalidir.

Tarihe bakisimiz “kopusglar” tzerinden anlatiliyor,
oysa ‘devamlilik’ fikri {zerinden

Tarihi hakikat de budur zaten.
carpitarak, eksilterek, yanlis yorumlayarak toplumsal

anlatilmalidir.
Kimsenin tarihi

fay hatlariyla oynamasina miisaade edilmemelidir.
Resmi tarih anlatisini birakalim, tamam dogrudur
ama tarihi ¢arpitmak suretiyle ideolojimizin emrine
de vermeyelim. Bilhassa 93 Harbi'nden bu yana akan
tarihi dogru okumali dogru anlatmaliyiz. Sultan
Hamid’e de Ittihat ve Terakki’nin on yilina da Mustafa
Kemal Paga’ya devamlilik fikriyle ve kimseye haksizlik
etmeden bakabilmeyi 6grenmeliyiz. Tarih alani bitin
mecralarda cehaletten arindirilmalidir.

Bir gazeteci olarak sahadaki toplumsal degisimi uzun
yillardir gozlemliyorsunuz. Sizce Diyarbakir Anneleri
hareketi, Tiirkiye'de sessiz cogunlugun terore kars:
ortak vicdanim goriiniir kilan tarihi bir esik oldu mu?
Bu durumun, sosyolojik zemininin doniigiimiine dair
onemli bir kirllma noktasi olusturdugunu sdylemek
miimkiin mii?

Kirilma ani diyemeyi belki, ama 6nemlidir. Ben
Diyarbakir annelerinin de Cumartesi annelerinin
¢ocuklarinin,yarinlarinindkibetinimuhataplarindan
sormasini, seslerini yikseltmelerini 6nemsedim,
onemsiyorum. Demirel, ‘konusan Tirkiye’ derdi.
Tirkiye konuguyor, tartigiyor. Soru soruyor. Bazen
yanlis giindemleri konuguyor olsa da, konusmak
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those applicants, 137 were selected and hired. Perhaps an even
more significant statistic is this: The average age of employees
in competing European companies within the same sector is
around 50, while the average age at ASELSAN is 33. This is a
critical indicator. It demonstrates just how promising Tiirkiye’s
tuture is in this field. ASELSAN is not alone. Ttirkiye has many
companies that perform exceptionally well at the global level.

When politics serves as an enabler rather than a burden,
it becomes very difficult to hold Tirkiye back. The world
sees this reality as well. If you asked me to criticize the
government today, I could fill pages with criticism. I could do
the same regarding the opposition. However, governments,
oppositions, state institutions, society, the economy, and
foreign policy must all be evaluated together as components
of overall national performance. The fundamental truth,
independent of day-to-day politics, is this: Turkiye is a
dynamic country with a strong historical background, a
vibrant population structure, and considerable economic
energy. You asked about risks. I do not necessarily view it as
a risk, but I do see one issue as a weakness that undermines
our internal cohesion: the profound differences in how we
interpret recent history. Using history as a tool to reinforce
ideological positions and doing so by distorting historical
realities is extremely dangerous. Even worse is doing so
knowingly. Ttrkiye must overcome this problem.

Our history is often narrated through the lens of ruptures and
discontinuities. Instead, it should be understood through the
concept of continuity. Indeed, this is what historical reality itself
suggests. No one should be allowed to manipulate social fault
lines by distorting, diminishing, or misrepresenting history. Let
us move beyond rigid official narratives if necessary, but let us
not distort history in order to place it in the service of ideology.
We must accurately understand and explain the historical process
that has unfolded since the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78. We
should learn to view Sultan Abdulhamid II, the decade of the
Committee of Union and Progress, and Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk
through the lens of continuity, while doing justice to each of them.
'The field of history must be freed from ignorance in all arenas.

As a journalist, you have observed social change on the
groundformanyyears. Doyoubelieve that the Diyarbakar
Mothers movement became a historic turning point
that made the collective conscience of Tiirkiye’s silent
majority against terrorism visible? Can it be considered
a significant milestone in the transformation of the
country’s sociological landscape?

I would not necessarily describe it as a turning point, but it is
undoubtedly significant. I have always considered it important
and continue to do so that both the Diyarbakir Mothers and the
Saturday Mothers have raised their voices and sought answers from
those they hold responsible regarding the fate of their children and
their future. Stileyman Demirel used to speak of a “talking Ttirkiye.”
Tiirkiye speaks, debates, and asks questions. Even when it discusses
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tartigmak iyidir. “Ceberrut devlet” zihniyetinin
Tirkiye'nin geleceginde bir yeri yoktur. Tirkiye
oralar1 asti. Millet vicdan: Turkiye'de
belirleyicidir. Kisilerle kaim bir devlet olmaktan
coktan ¢iktik.

temel

“Terorsiiz Tirkiye” hedefi dogrultusunda yiiriitillen
yeni siirecte, giivenlik, demokratiklesme ve toplumsal
biitiinlesme arasinda nasil bir denge kurulmalidir? Bu
siireg ilerlerken Tiirkiye’nin iiniter devlet yapis1 ve milli
egemenlik anlayis1 acisindan dikkat edilmesi gereken
temel hassasiyetler nelerdir?

Devlet Bey, “Kiirt sorunu” veya “terér sorunu” her
nasil ifade ediyorsaniz, bunun ¢6ziimiiniin Tirkiye'nin
onlinl acgacagini, ayaginda prangalari c¢ikartacagini
digtiniyor. Haklidir. Mesele bunun nasil temin
edilecegi. Devlet Bey'in mesajlari dikkatle okunursa
esasen orada 'Ocalan koordinatér olsun' demedigi
gortlir. Ancak koordinatérlik catist icinde bir gérev
almali diyor. Bunun anlam: sudur: Devlet Bahgeli
Abdullah Ocalan'in 'terérsiiz Tiirkiye' siirecinde daha
gorintr olmasinda fayda goriiyor. Ocalan'in bu son
siurecteki yaklagimlarini genel olarak olumlu gérdigina
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the wrong issues at times, the act of speaking and debating is itself
valuable. The mentality of the “overbearing state” has no place
in Trkiye’s future. Tiirkiye has moved beyond that stage. The
conscience of the nation is now the primary determinant in Ttirkiye.

We long ago ceased to be a state defined solely by individuals.

In the new process being pursued under the objective of a
“Terror-Free Tiirkiye,” how should the balance between
security, democratization, and social integration be established?
As this process advances, what are the key sensitivities that must
be observed with regard to Tiirkiye’s unitary state structure and
understanding of national sovereignty?

M. Bahgeli believes that resolving what is referred to as either the
“Kurdish issue” or the “terrorism issue™—however one chooses to
define it—will remove the shackles from Tiirkiye and open new
opportunities for the country. In this assessment, he is correct. The real
question is how this objective can be achieved. If one carefully examines
Mr. Bahgeli’s statements, it becomes clear that he is not saying, “Let
Ocalan become the coordinator.” Rather, he argues that Ocalan
should assume a role within a broader coordination framework. What
this essentially means is that Devlet Bahgeli sees value in Abdullah
Ocalan playing a more visible role within the “Terror-Free Tiirkiye”
process. We understand that he generally views Ocalan’s approach
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anliyoruz. Bunun devam etmesi icin de de Ocalan'in
orglt Uzerindeki etkisinin devam etmesini istiyor.
Daha etkin, daha gériiniir olmas: yontindeki ¢abasi
bundan. Tabii, bu yaklagim dogru mudur degil midir
tartisthir. Ben Abdullah Ocalan 'in 1993'ten sonraki
temel c¢izgisinde 6nemli bir degisiklik gérmiyorum.
Bu son siiregte bile Imrali'daki pek ¢ok gorigmede,
'demokratik Cumbhuriyet' ana sdyleminin arkasinda
zihnindeki '¢6ziim' in esasen bir egemenlik paylagimi
oldugunu gosterdi. Tirkiye'de 'iki halkin' oldugunu,
tlkenin demokratiklesmesi icin 'Anayasaya 'Kirt'in
girmesi gerektigini' sdylemesi bu egemenlik paylagimi
talebinin tezahirleriydi.

Tirkiye Cumbhuriyeti, etnik ya da mezhebi temelde
kurulmus bir devlet degil. Tirkiye Cumbhuriyeti
diinyada bugiin de gegerli olan medeni esaslar tizerinde
kurulmug bir 'Ulus Devlet' tir. Bu sebeple, 'egemenlik
paylasimi'ni birakin ifade etmeyi, im4 bile edecek
hicbir formiilasyonu millet kabul etmeyecektir.

Velhasil Ocalan'in Tiirkiye'nin demokratiklesmesinden
anladigi sey biraz sorunlu. Bu yeni stirecin zayif halkas:
da burada. Siire¢ bagariya ulasacaksa Ocalan'in bu
konuda ayaklarinin yere basmasi sart. Bu ¢er¢evede ona
yanlis anlayacagi veya yanlis yorumlayacagi mesajlari
da vermemek lazim.
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during this latest phase positively. He also appears to believe that, in
order for the process to continue successfully, Ocalan’s influence over
the organization must remain intact. His efforts to make Ocalan more
active and visible stem from this consideration. Of course, whether this
approach is correct or not remains open to debate. Personally, I do not
see any significant change in Abdullah Ocalan’s fundamental political
line since 1993. Even during this latest process, many of the discussions
held in Tmrali suggested that behind the rhetoric of a “democratic
republic,” the solution envisioned by Ocalan essentially involves a form
of sovereignty-sharing. His assertions that there are “two peoples” in
Tiirkiye and that “the term Kurd’ should be incorporated into the
Constitution” as part of democratization efforts are manifestations of
this demand for shared sovereignty.

The Republic of Tirkiye was not founded on an ethnic or
sectarian basis. Rather, it is a nation-state established upon the
civic principles that continue to be recognized and practiced
throughout the world today. For this reason, the Turkish people
would never accept any formulation that implies let alone
explicitly advocates a sharing of sovereignty.

In short, Ocalan’s understanding of Ttrkiye’s democratization
remains problematic in certain respects. This constitutes the
weakest link of the current process. If the process is to succeed,
Ocalan must adopt a more realistic and grounded position on
this issue. Within this framework, it is also important not to send
messages that could be misunderstood or misinterpreted by him.
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PEKIN’DE YENI GUC DENGESI

THE GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS OF US-CHINA RIVALRY

A NEW BALANCE OF POWER IN BEIJING

PEKIN’DE YENi GUC DENGESI:
ABD-GiN REKABETININ KURESEL
ETKILERI

Dr. Baris ADIBELLI
Uluslararasi iliskiler Uzmani

Kiiresel ~ gii¢  dengelerinin  yeniden  tamimlandigi,
ekonomik rekabetin diplomatik miicadelelerle i¢ ige
gectigi yeni diinya diizeninde; Washington ile Pekin
arasinda sekillenen stratejik gerilim, artik yalnizca
iki dilkenin degil, tiim uluslararasi sistemin gelecegini
belirleyen temel dinamiklerden biri haline geliyor.
Donald Trump’in Pekin ziyareti de bu gercevede, klasik
bir diplomatik temasin cok otesinde; enerji giivenliginden
ticaret savaslarina, Tayvan krizinden ok kutuplu diinya
diizenine kadar uzanan genis bir jeopolitik diniisiimiin
yeni kirilma noktas: olarak degerlendiriliyor. Dr. Barus
ADIBELLI’nin dikkat cekici analizleriyle sekillenen
bu  kapsamh degerlendirme, ABD-(in rekabetinin
kiiresel sistem iizerindeki etkilerini; gi¢ miicadelesi,
diplomatik denge arayislart ve degisen uluslararas:

diizen perspektifinden ele aliyor.

A NEW BALANCE OF POWER IN
BENING: THE GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS
OF US-CHINA RIVALRY

Dr. Baris ADIBELLI
international Relations Expert

In a new world order where global power balances are being
redefined and economic competition is increasingly intertwined
with diplomatic struggles, the strategic tension taking shape
between Washington and Beijing has become one of the key
dynamics shaping not only the future of the two countries but
also that of the entire international system. Within this context,
Donald Trump’s visit to Beijing is viewed as far more than
a conventional diplomatic engagement. It represents a new
turning point in a broader geopolitical transformation that
extends from energy security and trade wars fo the Tuiwan
crisis and the emergence of a multipolar world order. This
comprehensive assessment, informed by the insightful analyses
of Dr. Barz;ADIBELLf, examines the impact of U.S.—China
competition on the global system through the lenses of power
rivalry, the search for diplomatic balance, and the evolving

international order.

Kiiresel Satrangta Yeni Hamle...

Donald Trump’in Cin ziyareti, yalnizca iki tilke arasindaki
iligkiler acisindan degil, ayn: zamanda kiresel gii¢
dengelerinin gelecegi bakimindan da son derece kritik
bir gelisme olarak degerlendiriliyor. Haftanin en 6nemli
uluslararasi giindem maddesi haline gelen bu ziyaret,
diinya kamuoyu tarafindan dikkatle takip -edilirken;
gorigmelerin sonuglarinin éniimizdeki donemde kiresel
ekonomi, enerji giivenligi, jeopolitik rekabet ve diplomatik
iligkiler tizerinde dogrudan etkili olacag: 6ngoériliyor.

Trump’in dis politika anlayis1 basindan itibaren “havug
ve sopa” stratejisi Uzerine inga edilmis durumda. Siyah
ile beyaz arasinda bir gri alan birakmayan bu yaklagim,
baskin liderlik anlayisi ve yiksek ego ekseninde
sekilleniyor. Ancak 21. yizyill dinyas: artik ¢ok
kutuplu bir sisteme dénismis durumda. Dolayisiyla
tek bir kiiresel giiciin diinyaya yon verdigi eski diizenin
strdirilebilirligi giderek daha fazla tartisma konusu
haline geliyor.

Trump ise zaman zaman 19. yuzyilin emperyal
refleksleriyle, zaman zaman da 20. yiizyilin Soguk Savasg
mantiFiyla hareket eden bir lider gériintisi ¢iziyor. ABD'yi

adeta bir Hollywood projesi gibi kurgulayan bu anlayzs,

Rusya’dan Avrupa Birligine, Cin’den Iran’a kadar bircok

aktore kargi sert glic unsurlariyla sonug alinabilecegine
inaniyor. Goéreve geldikten sonra Ukrayna konusunda
Rusya’ya taviz veren, Cin’e karg1 tarife savasi baslatan,
Avrupa Birligini giivenlik semsiyesinin digina itmeye
calisan ve kiiresel ticaret diizenini yeniden sekillendirmeye
yonelen politikalar1 da bu yaklagimin bir sonucu olarak

degerlendiriliyor.
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A New Move on the Global Chessboard...

Donald Trump’s visit to China is being regarded as a highly
significant development not only in terms of bilateral relations
between the two countries, but also with respect to the future
of global power dynamics. As one of the most important
international developments of the week, the visit has been
closely followed by the global public, with the outcomes of
the meetings expected to have direct implications for the
global economy, energy security, geopolitical competition,

and diplomatic relations in the period ahead.

Trump’s foreign policy approach has, from the outset,
been built upon a strategy of “carrots and sticks.” Leaving
little room for nuance between black and white, this
approach is shaped by a dominant leadership style and a
strong sense of personal authority. However, the world of
the 21st century has increasingly evolved into a multipolar
system. As a result, the sustainability of the old order, in
which a single global power dictated international aftairs,

is bCCOIllillg €ver more COIltCS‘L’ﬁd.

At times, Trump appears to operate with the imperial
instincts of the 19th century and, at other times, with the
strategic logic of the Cold War era. This vision, which
often treats the United States almost as a grand geopolitical
project, is founded on the belief that hard power can
effectively influence a wide range of actors from Russia
and the European Union to China and Iran. His policies
following his return to office including concessions to
Russia over Ukraine, the initiation of a tariff war against
China, efforts to push the European Union outside the U.S.
security umbrella, and attempts to reshape the global trading
system are widely viewed as reflections of this mindset.
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Ancak son bir yilda yaganan gelismeler, Trump’in dig
politika yontemlerinin her zaman sonug¢ tretmedigini
ortaya koydu. Maksimum bir haftalik operasyon olarak
ongoriilen Iran midahalesi, bugiin Hiirmiiz Bogazinin
kapatildig: ve kiiresel enerji giivenligini tehdit eden uzun
soluklu bir jeopolitik krize déniismiis durumda. Trump’in
ne askeri baskisi ne de diplomatik vaatleri Iran’t geri adim
atmaya ikna edebildi.

Ayni sekilde diinya giiglerinin de bu savasa agik sekilde
dahil olmamasi, Washington agisindan 6nemli bir yalnizlik
gorintisi olusturdu. Bu tablo, Trump'in Amerikan ig
siyasetinde de ciddi sekilde sikigmasina neden oldu. Bugiin
Trump’in yalnizca dig politikada degil, ayni zamanda ABD
i¢ siyasetinde de biytik bir miicadele verdigi goruliyor.

Cin’e karg1 baslatilan “Tarife Savagi”’nda ise Trump’in daha
ilk agamada bekledigi sonucu alamadig1 degerlendiriliyor.
Ozellikle Cin’in ekonomik dayanikhiligi ve alternatif
ticaret aglar1 gelistirme kapasitesi, Washington'un
bask: araglarinin etkisini sinirladi. Bu nedenle Trump,
gectigimiz aylarda Giiney Kore'nin Busan kentinde Xi
Jinping ile gerceklestirdigi goriismede, Cin ile iligkileri
yeniden dengelemek adina Pekin ziyaretinin zeminini
olugturdu. Iran savasi nedeniyle ertelenen ziyaret, 14-16
Maysis tarihlerinde gergeklesti.
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Yet developments over the past year have demonstrated that
Trump’s foreign policy methods do not always produce the
intended outcomes. What was initially envisioned as a short
military operation against Iran has evolved into a prolonged
geopolitical crisis threatening global energy security,
particularly with the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
Neither military pressure nor diplomatic incentives have
succeeded in persuading Iran to change course.

At the same time, the reluctance of other major powers to
become directly involved has contributed to a perception
of strategic isolation for Washington. This situation
has further intensified political pressures on Trump
domestically, where he now faces significant challenges
alongside those on the international stage.

Similarly, in the “Tarifft War” launched against China,
Trump appears not to have achieved the outcomes he
anticipated. China’s economic resilience and its ability
to develop alternative trade networks have limited the
effectiveness of Woashington’s pressure mechanisms.
Consequently, Trump’s meeting with Xi Jinping in Busan,
South Korea, in recent months laid the groundwork
for a renewed effort to rebalance relations with Beijing.
Originally postponed due to the conflict involving Iran,
the visit eventually took place between 14 and 16 May.
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Pekin’deki goriismelerin glindemi olduk¢a yogun gegti.
Iran savasl, Hirmiiz Bogazi'min kapali olmasi, enerji
guvenligi, Tayvan meselesi, ticari tarifeler, nadir toprak
elementleri ve Asya-Pasifik giivenlik dengeleri masadaki
temel bashklar arasinda yer aldi. Ozellikle Cin tarafi,
Trump yonetiminin Tayvan’a yonelik onayladigi 11
milyar dolarlik silah satiginin iptal edilmesini talep etti.
Bunun yaninda Japonya Bagbakan: Takai¢inin yeniden
silahlanma y6niindeki politikalar: ve Cin kargit: séylemleri
de Pekin tarafindan ciddibir tehdit olarak degerlendiriliyor.
Xi Jinping’in, Trump’tan Japonya ftzerindeki etkisini
kullanarak bu siireci frenlemesini istedigi ifade ediliyor.

Trump agisindan ise yaklasan 3 Kasim ara se¢imleri
biyiik 6nem tagiyor. Amerikan ekonomisinin yagadig:
baskinin azaltilmas: ve 6zellikle Cin pazarina bagimli
olan Amerikali dUreticilerin yeniden rahatlatilmas:
Trump i¢in hayati goriliyor. Cin’in ozellikle soya
fasulyesi alimlarini durdurmasi, Trump’a destek veren
Amerikan ¢iftcileri tzerinde ciddi ekonomik bask:
olusturmus durumda. Bu nedenle Trump’in Pekin
ziyaretinde ekonomik normallesmeye dénik mesajlar
vermesi dikkat ¢ekti.

Trump’in Cin’e giderken elindeki en 6nemli kozlardan
biri enerji ve stratejik kaynaklar oldu. Washington’un,
Cin’e enerji akisinin kesintisiz siirmesini garanti etmesi
karsihginda Pekin’den de nadir toprak elementlerinin
ABD'ye ihracatini stirdiirmesini istedigi ifade ediliyor.
Ancak Cin yonetimi, perde arkasindaki pazarliklardan
ziyade daha seffaf ve “kazan-kazan” esasina dayali iligkileri
savundugunu vurguluyor.
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'The agenda in Beijing was extensive. Discussions focused
on the Iran conflict, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
energy security, the Taiwan issue, trade tariffs, rare earth
elements, and security dynamics in the Asia-Pacific
region. China, in particular, called for the cancellation
of the Trump administration’s approved USD 11 billion
arms sale to Taiwan. Beijing also expressed concern
regarding Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s
rearmament policies and increasingly assertive rhetoric
toward China. Reports suggest that Xi Jinping urged
Trump to use Washington’s influence to moderate Japan’s
current trajectory.

For Trump, the approaching midterm elections scheduled
tor 3 November are of critical importance. Reducing
economic pressures within the United States and providing
relief to American producers dependent on the Chinese
market are considered key political priorities. China’s
suspension of soybean purchases has placed significant
strain on American farmers, many of whom constitute a
core part of Trump’s political base. Consequently, Trump’s
messages during the Beijing visit emphasizing economic
normalization attracted considerable attention.

One of Trump’s principal bargaining tools during the visit
was energy and strategic resources. Washington reportedly
sought assurances that China would continue exporting rare
earth elements to the United States in exchange for guarantees
regarding the uninterrupted flow of energy supplies to China.
However, Chinese officials emphasized their preference for
transparent and mutually beneficial relations based on a “win-
win” framework rather than behind-the-scenes bargaining.

sayl 28 - nisan 2026



Pekin’de dikkat ¢eken bir diger unsur ise Trump’in
ziyaret 6ncesindeki sert ve agresif séylemlerine ragmen,
gortismeler sirasinda oldukca kontrolli ve temkinli bir
goriunti sergilemesi oldu. Xi Jinping ile gergeklestirdigi
gorismede daha oOnceki aligilmig baskin tavirlarinm
ortaya koyamamas: uluslararasi basinda genis yanki
buldu.

Ozellikle Trump’in Xi Jinping ile tokalagirken onu
kendisine dogru ¢ekmeye c¢alismasi ancak Xi'nin
diplomatik mesafeyi korumasi sembolik agidan dikkat
¢ekici bulundu. Cinli yetkililer, protokol agisindan
yalnizca el sikigmanin yeterli oldugunu belirtirken;
Xi'nin Vladimir Putin ile kurdugu yakin iligki 6rnek
gosterildiginde “T'rump, Putin degil” cevabinin verilmesi,
Pekin’in Washington’a bakigini ortaya koyan 6nemli bir
detay olarak degerlendirildi.

Pekin sokaklarinda ise bambagka bir atmosfer
hakimdi. Dinya medyas: Trump-Xi
odaklanmis olsa da sokaktaki Cinlilerin giindeminde
sicak hava, trafik yogunlugu ve gunlik yasam
vardi. Hatta bir¢ok Cinli, Trump’in Pekin’e davet
edilmedigini, aksine Cin tarafindan c¢agrildigin:

zirvesine

disiiniyor. Bu bakis acist bile Cin toplumunun
mevcut kiresel gii¢ dengesine nasil baktigin:
gostermesi agisindan dikkat ¢ekiyor.
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Another noteworthy aspect of the visit was Trump’s
markedly more restrained and cautious demeanor
compared to his pre-visit rhetoric. International media
highlighted his inability to display the dominant posture
that has often characterized his previous encounters
with foreign leaders. Particular attention was paid to the

symbolism surrounding his handshake with Xi Jinping.

While Trump reportedly attempted to pull Xi toward him,
the Chinese leader maintained a measured diplomatic
distance. Chinese officials reiterated that a simple
handshake was sufficient from a protocol perspective,
and when comparisons were drawn with Xi’s notably
warm interactions with Vladimir Putin, the response
reportedly given was: “I'rump is not Putin.” This remark
was widely interpreted as reflecting Beijing’s broader view

of Washington.

Meanwhile, the atmosphere on the streets of Beijing contrasted
sharply with the global attention focused on the summit.
While international media concentrated on the Trump-Xi
meetings, many local residents appeared more concerned with
daily matters such as weather conditions, traffic, and routine
life. Some even believed that Trump had not been invited by
Beijing but had instead been called to China. This perception
offers an interesting insight into how segments of Chinese
society view the current balance of global power.
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Goriigmelerde ticari iligkiler konusunda belirli ilerlemeler
saglandii ifade edilse de Tayvan meselesi halen
¢oziimsizligini koruyor. Cin tarafi, Tayvan konusunda
gerekirse savagmaktan ¢ekinmeyecegini acik sekilde ortaya
koyarken; ABD Disisleri Bakani Rubio ise Washington’un
Tayvan politikasinda bir degisiklik olmadigini vurguluyor.
Iran ve Hiirmiiz Bogazi konusu da goriismelerde énemli
yer tuttu ancak Cin’in Iran’t Hirmiiz Bogazi'ni agmaya
ikna edip etmeyecegi belirsizligini stirdiriyor. Cin ise
buna karsiik ABD’den Japonya'nin silahlanma siirecini
frenlemesini talep ediyor.

Sonug olarak Pekin gérismeleri, yalnizca iki tlke
arasindaki iligkiler acisindan degil, kiresel sistemin
gelecegi bakimindan da 6nemli mesajlar verdi. En
dikkat ¢ekici gelismelerden biri, ABD’nin artik Cin’i
kendisine denk bir biiyikk gili¢ olarak kabul etmeye
baglamas: oldu. Xi Jinping’in “Cin ve ABD diinyanin
iki biiyik ekonomik giiciidiir” agiklamasi, bu yeni gii¢
dengesinin agik bir ifadesi olarak degerlendiriliyor.
Bugiine kadar Washington’un Cin’i esit bir gii¢ olarak
gormek istememesi, kiiresel sistemdeki en buyik
kirilmalardan biriydi.

Trump’in Pekin'de daha kontrolli, daha diplomatik ve
ilk kez “devlet adam1” gérintisi veren bir dil kullanmas:
ise dikkat ¢ekici bulundu. Ziyaret boyunca alisilmig sert
ve ongorilemez agiklamalarin yapilmamasi, Amerikan
ekonomisindeki baskinin ve yaklagsan se¢im siirecinin
Trump’t daha temkinli davranmaya itti§i yorumlarina
neden oldu.

Simdi ise gozler Trumpin Cin déniginde yapacag:
agiklamalara ¢evrilmis durumda. Daha 6nce gergeklestirilen
gorigmeler sonrasinda ugakta yaptigi sert agiklamalar
hatirlandiginda, Trump'in Washington'a dondiikten
sonra verecegi mesajlarin stirecin  gercek yonini
belirleyecegi degerlendiriliyor. Cunki Pekin’de verilen
diplomatik gértintiniin kalici bir stratejik déntgiime mi
isaret ettigi, yoksa gecici bir siyasi zorunluluk mu oldugu
sorusu halen uluslararasi kamuoyunun en 6nemli giindem
maddelerinden biri olmaya devam ediyor.
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Although some progress was reportedly achieved regarding
trade relations, the Taiwan issue remains unresolved.
China has made it clear that it is prepared to defend its
position on Taiwan if necessary, while U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio has reaffirmed that Washington’s
Taiwan policy remains unchanged. Iran and the Strait of
Hormuz also featured prominently in discussions, though
uncertainty persists regarding China’s willingness or
ability to persuade Iran to reopen the waterway. In return,
Beijing continues to seek U.S. support in curbing Japan’s
military expansion.

Ultimately, the Beijing meetings delivered important
signals not only for bilateral relations but also for the
future of the international system. One of the most
significant developments was the growing perception that
the United States is beginning to acknowledge China as
a peer global power. Xi Jinping’s statement that “China
and the United States are the world’s two major economic
powers” was widely interpreted as an explicit recognition of
this evolving balance. For years, Washington’s reluctance
to view China as an equal had been one of the defining
tensions of the international order.

Trump’s adoption of a more controlled, diplomatic, and
statesmanlike tone throughout the visit also attracted

The absence of his

sharp and unpredictable rhetoric led many observers

considerable attention. usual
to conclude that domestic economic pressures and
the upcoming electoral cycle are encouraging a more
cautious approach.

Attention has now shifted to Trump’s statements following
his return to Washington. Given his history of making
more confrontational remarks after high-level meetings,
many analysts believe that his post-visit messaging will
reveal the true direction of the process. The key question
remains whether the diplomatic atmosphere witnessed in
Beijing reflects a genuine strategic transformation or merely
a temporary political necessity. For now, this uncertainty
continues to be one of the most closely watched issues on
the international agenda.
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SAVASLAR, IKLIM KRIZI VE YER DEGISTIREN INSANLIK

WARS, CLIMATE CRISIS AND A HUMANITY ON THE MOVE
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SAVASLAR, IKLIM KRizi
VE YER DEGISTIREN
INSANLIK

Hulya ALPER
WALD Akademi Direktori

Diinya, uzun siiredir alisgtk oldugu uluslararas:
diizenin sinirlarini zorlayan tarihi bir doniisiim
siirecinden geciyor. Bir zamanlar ayr1 bagliklar
alinda degerlendirilen savaglar, ekonomik
dalgalanmalar, iklim kaynakli afetler, enerji
giivenligi, gida arz1 ve go¢ hareketleri artik tek
bir kiiresel denklemin parcalar1 haline gelmis
durumda. Bugiin yasanan gelismeler, yalnizca
devletler arasindaki giic miicadelesini degil,
aym zamanda insanligin ortak gelecegini
sekillendiren cok boyutlu bir doniigiimii de gozler
oniine seriyor.

WARS, CLIMATE CRISIS
AND A HUMANITY ON
THE MOVE

Hilya ALPER
WALD Academy Director

The world is going through a historic period of
transformation that is challenging the limits of
the international order to which it has long been
accustomed. Issues that were once evaluated
under separate headings, wars, economic
fluctuations, climate-induced disasters, energy
security, food supply and migration movements,
have nowbecome parts ofasingle global equation.
The developments taking place today reveal not
only the struggle for power among states but
also a multidimensional transformation that is
shaping the common future of humanity.

Son yillarda wuluslararasi glindemi belirleyen gelismelere
bakildiginda, diinyanin aym anda birgok farkl kriz alaniyla kars:
karsiya oldugu gortilmektedir. Avrupa'nin dogusunda devam
eden savag, Orta Dogu'da derinlesen catigmalar, Afrika'nin ¢esitli
bolgelerinde yasanan istikrarsizhiklar ve Hint-Pasifik'te yikselen
jeopolitik rekabet, kiiresel sistemin giderek daha kirilgan bir yapiya
dontigtigiini ortaya koymaktadir. Ancak bu gelismeler yalnizca
guvenlik politikalar1 agisindan degerlendirilmemelidir. Cunki
modern ¢agin savaslari artik sadece cephelerde yaganmamakta;
enerji piyasalarindan gida fiyatlarina, ticaret koridorlarindan
yatirim kararlarina kadar genis bir alan1 dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Buglin herhangi bir bélgede yasanan catigmanin etkileri,
binlerce kilometre uzakliktaki toplumlarin giinliik yagsamlarinda
hissedilebilmektedir. Enerji fiyatlarindaki artiglar, tedarik
zincirlerinde  yaganan aksamalar, tretim maliyetlerinin
yikselmesi ve kuresel piyasalardaki belirsizlikler bunun en
somut Ornekleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Kiresellesmenin
derinlestigi bir cagda, krizlerin de kiiresellestigi gercegi artik
daha net gorilmektedir.

Birlesmis Milletler ve wuluslararasi kuruluglar tarafindan
yayimlanan son raporlar, diinyanin yalnizca jeopolitik agidan
degil, ekonomik agidan da yeni bir kirilganhk dénemine
girdigini  gostermektedir. Pandemi sonrasinda beklenen
hizli toparlanmanin gerceklesmemesi, artan kamu borglar,
yiksek enflasyon, gelir dagilimindaki bozulmalar ve tretim
merkezlerinde yaganan degisimler, kiresel ekonominin karg:
kargiya oldugu riskleri daha goériiniir hale getirmistir. Birgcok
tilkede ekonomik bilylime devam etse de bu biiyimenin
toplumlarin  tim  kesimlerine esit sekilde yansimadif:
goriilmektedir. Ozellikle geng niifus arasinda artan igsizlik,
sosyal esitsizliklerin derinlesmesi ve yagam maliyetlerindeki
yikselis, ekonomik meseleleri yalnizca finansal géstergelerden
ibaret olmaktan ¢ikarmaktadir.
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A closer look at the developments that have shaped the
international agenda in recent years shows that the world is
simultaneously facing multiple areas of crisis. The ongoing
war in Eastern Europe, deepening conflicts in the Middle
East, instability across various regions of Africa, and the rising
geopolitical competition in the Indo-Pacific all demonstrate that
the global system is becoming increasingly fragile. However,
these developments should not be assessed solely from a security
perspective. Modern wars are no longer confined to battlefields;
they directly affect a wide range of areas, from energy markets

and food prices to trade corridors and investment decisions.

Today, the effects of a conflict occurring in one region can
be felt in the daily lives of societies thousands of kilometres
away. Rising energy prices, disruptions in supply chains,
increasing production costs and uncertainties in global
markets are among the most tangible examples of this reality.
In an era where globalisation has deepened, it has become
increasingly evident that crises themselves have also become
globalised.

Recent reports published by the United Nations and
international organisations indicate that the world is entering
a new period of vulnerability not only geopolitically but also
economically. The failure of the anticipated rapid recovery
following the pandemic, growing public debt, persistent
inflation, deteriorating income distribution and shifts in
production centres have made the risks facing the global
economy more visible. Although economic growth continues
in many countries, it is evident that the benefits of this growth
are not distributed equally across all segments of society.
Rising unemployment among young people, deepening
social inequalities and increasing living costs demonstrate
that economic issues can no longer be viewed merely through

financial indicators.
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Bununla birlikte, i¢inde bulundugumuz dénemin en belirleyici
unsurlarindan biri stiphesiz iklim krizidir. Uzun yillar boyunca
gelecegin sorunu olarak degerlendirilen iklim degisikligi, artik
glinimuziin en somut gerceklerinden biri haline gelmigtir. Agir1
sicakliklar, uzun stireli kurakliklar, seller, orman yanginlari ve su
kaynaklarindaki azalma yalnizca gevresel sonuglar dogurmamakta;
ayni zamanda ekonomik dretimi, gida glivenligini, enerji
sistemlerini ve toplumsal istikrar1 da dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Avrupa Birligi'nin son iklim risk degerlendirmeleri ve Birlegmis
Milletler'in ilgili raporlari, dnimiizdeki yillarda iklim kaynakl
etkilerin daha da yogunlasacagini ortaya koymaktadir. Ozellikle
su stresi, tarimsal tiretimdeki kayiplar, kiyr bélgelerinde yiikselen
riskler ve agir1 hava olaylar1 nedeniyle milyonlarca insanin yagam
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At the same time, one of the defining features of our era is
undoubtedly the climate crisis. Climate change, which for
many years was regarded as a challenge of the future, has
now become one of the most tangible realities of the present.
Extreme temperatures, prolonged droughts, floods, wildfires
and declining water resources not only generate environmental
consequences but also directly affect economic production, food
security, energy systems and social stability.

Recent climate risk assessments by the European Union and
reports issued by the United Nations reveal that climate-related
impacts are likely to intensify in the years ahead. In particular,
water stress, losses in agricultural production, increasing risks in
coastal regions and extreme weather events are expected to alter
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kogullarinin degisebilecegi 6ngdrilmektedir. Bu durum, iklim
krizinin artik yalmizca gevre politikalarmin degil; gtivenlik,
kalkinma ve insan hareketliligi politikalarinin da merkezinde
yer aldigini gostermektedir.

Tam da bu noktada go¢ olgusu, kiiresel dontsiimiin en dnemli
gostergelerinden biri olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Birlesmis
Milletler Milteciler Yiiksek Komiserligi'nin son verileri,
diinyada zorla yerinden edilmis insan sayisinin tarihin en yiksek
seviyelerine ulagtifini ortaya koymaktadir. Savaglar, ¢atismalar
ve siyasi istikrarsizliklar milyonlarca insani yasadig: topraklardan
uzaklagtirirken, iklim degisikligi ve ekonomik kirilganliklar
da yeni goc¢ hareketlerini tetiklemektedir. 21.ylizyitlin gog
dinamikleri gegmis donemlerden farkli bir karakter tagimaktadir.

Clnki artik insanlar yalnizca savaglardan kagmamakta;
kuruyan tarim arazilerinden, azalan su kaynaklarindan,
gecim imkanlarinin ortadan kalkmasindan ve giderek
zorlagan yagsam kogullarindan da uzaklagmaktadir. Bu
nedenle 6niimiizdeki yillarda gég, yalnizca insani bir mesele
degil; ayn: zamanda kalkinma, givenlik ve yonetigim
politikalarinin merkezinde yer alan stratejik bir konu olmaya
devam edecektir.

Bu gelismelerin en yogun hissedildigi alanlarin baginda ise
sehirler gelmektedir. Giinimiizde kentler, kiiresel krizlerin
ilk etkilerinin go6rildugi, ayni zamanda ¢oziimlerin de
uretildigi alanlar olarak 6ne c¢ikmaktadir. Artan nifus
hareketliligi, degisen sosyal ihtiyaclar, iklim riskleri ve
ekonomik baskilar karsisinda yerel yonetimler her gecen
glin daha kritik roller tstlenmektedir. Sehirler artik yalnizca
altyap: hizmetleri sunan idari yapilar degil; sosyal uyumun,
ekonomik dayanikliligin ve stirdirilebilir kalkinmanin

merkezleri haline gelmistir.
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the living conditions of millions of people. This demonstrates that
the climate crisis is no longer solely a matter of environmental
policy; it has become central to security, development and
human mobility policies as well.

It is precisely at this point that migration emerges as one of
the most significant indicators of global transformation. The
latest data from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) show that the number of forcibly displaced
people worldwide has reached the highest levels in recorded
history. While wars, conflicts and political instability continue
to force millions of people from their homes, climate change
and economic vulnerabilities are also generating new migration
movements.

'The migration dynamics of the 21st century differ significantly
from those of previous periods. Today, people are not only
fleeing wars; they are also leaving behind drying agricultural
lands, diminishing water resources, disappearing livelihoods
and increasingly difficult living conditions. For this reason,
migration will continue to be not only a humanitarian issue but
also a strategic matter at the centre of development, security and
governance policies in the years to come.

Cities are among the places where the effects of these
developments are felt most intensely. Today, urban areas
stand out as spaces where the first impacts of global crises are
experienced and where solutions are simultaneously generated.
Faced with increasing population mobility, changing social
needs, climate risks and economic pressures, local governments
are assuming ever more critical responsibilities. Cities are no
longer merely administrative entities providing infrastructure
services; they have become centres of social cohesion, economic
resilience and sustainable development.
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Bu nedenle gelecegin dinyasinda bagari yalnizca ekonomik
buytklikler ile ol¢iilmeyecektir. Toplumlarin krizlere karst
dayanikliligi, sehirlerin uyum kapasitesi, kurumlarin esnekligi
ve yonetisim mekanizmalarinin kapsayiciligi da en az geleneksel
glic unsurlar1 kadar belirleyici olacaktir.

Bugiin karg: kargiya oldugumuz tablo, aslinda yeni bir diinya
diizeninden ¢ok yeni bir dinya gercegini ifade etmektedir.
Savaglarin ekonomiyi, ekonominin gégii, goclin sehirleri ve
sehirlerin toplumsal yapilari etkiledigi bu karmagik denklem,
insanhigin ortak geleceginin ne kadar i¢ ice ge¢mis oldugunu
gostermektedir. Artik hi¢bir tilke, higbir sehir ve higbir toplum
kiresel gelismelerden bagimsiz hareket edememektedir.

Oniimiizdeki yillar yalnizca hangi tilkelerin daha giiclii olacagini
degil; hangi toplumlarin degisime daha hazirhkli oldugunu da
ortaya koyacaktir. Ciinki yeni ¢agin en 6nemli rekabet alani,
kaynaklara sahip olmak kadar krizleri yonetebilme kapasitesi ile
birlikte, dayaniklilik, uyum ve ortak akil tiretebilme becerisiyle
olculecektir.

Insanlik bugiin yalnizca siyasi veya ekonomik bir doniisiim
yagamamaktadir. Ayni zamanda yeni bir medeniyet sinavindan
gegmektedir. Bu smavin bagaris ise savaglarin azaltilmasina,
iklim krizine kargt ortak ¢ozimler gelistirilmesine, ekonomik
esitsizliklerin giderilmesine ve insan onurunu merkeze alan
kapsayict politikalarin hayata gecirilmesine bagli olacaktir.

Hepimiz biliyoruz ki; gelecegin dinyasinda strdirtlebilir
givenlik, ancak strdurilebilir kalkinma ve insan merkezli
yonetisim anlayisiyla miimkiin olacaktir...
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For this reason, success in the world of the future will not be
measured solely by economic indicators. The resilience of
societies to crises, the adaptability of cities, the flexibility of
institutions and the inclusiveness of governance mechanisms
will be just as decisive as traditional elements of power.

The picture we face today reflects not so much a new world
order as a new global reality. This complex equation, in
which wars affect economies, economies influence migration,
migration reshapes cities and cities transform social structures,
demonstrates how deeply interconnected humanity’s common
future has become. No country, city or society can any longer act

independently of global developments.

'The coming years will reveal not only which countries become
stronger but also which societies are better prepared for change.
For the most important arena of competition in the new era
will be measured not only by access to resources but also by
the capacity to manage crises, demonstrate resilience, adapt to
changing conditions and generate collective wisdom.

Humanity today is not merely experiencing a political or
economic transformation. It is also undergoing a new test of
civilisation. Success in this test will depend on reducing wars,
developing collective solutions to the climate crisis, addressing
economic inequalities and implementing inclusive policies that
place human dignity at their centre. We all know that sustainable
security in the world of the future will only be possible through
sustainable development and a human, centred approach to

governance.
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